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THE FEEDBACK

Volume 02  Issue 02
February 2002

THE   AMATEUR   RADIO   NEWSLETTER

Laurel Amateur Radio Club, Inc.

PO Box 1259Laurel, MD 20725-1259

http://www.larcmd.org
   email:  larc@larcmd.org

Meetings and Nets:

( 1st, 3rd, 5th Wednesdays:

On-the-air Net at 8:30pm on 147.225+ PL156.7 (no tone required during nets)

( 2nd Wednesday:

Informal/Social Gathering at 7:00pm – Tubby’s Restaurant; Rt. 198, 1 mile West of I-95

( 4th Wednesday:

Monthly Meeting at 7:30pm - The Woman’s Club of Laurel, 384 Main Street, Laurel

( Nightly:

Informal Net/Rag-Chew from 9-11pm on 147.540

Repeater: 442.500+ PL 156.7 Hz
UHF Simplex: 445.975, VHF Simplex 147.54 
Laurel Amateur Radio Club, Inc.

c/o Kevin Arber, W3DAD

PO Box 294

Savage, MD 20763


FIRST CLASS MAIL

Next Meeting:

February 27, 2002




THE LAUREL AMATEUR RADIO CLUB

Officers:


President:
Jim Cross
WI3N
301-725-6829
jcross3@juno.com

Vice-President:
HD (Frank Scott)
K3HDM
301-773-0155
hdm@prodigy.net

Secretary:
Ed Rummel
KB3DVC
301-422-6963
erummel@worldnet.att.net


Treasurer:
Jerry Siegel
N3WSG
301-937-1174
j_siegel@compuserve.com

Past President:
Pud Reaver
W3YD
301-498-6293
w3yd@arrl.net
Other LARC Positions and Contacts:


FAR Representatives:
Dan Blasberg
KA8YPY
301-345-7381
blasberg@bellatlantic.net


Laurel VEC:
Diane Zimmerman
AA3OF
301-937-0394
aa3of@arrl.net

LARC VE Testing:
John Creel
WB3GXW
301-572-5124
wb3gxw@arrl.net


AutoCall Reporter:
Ed Rummel
KB3DVC
301-422-6963
erummel@worldnet.att.net

T-MARC/D-MARC Rep:
OPEN





Public Information Officer:
Pud Reaver
W3YD
301-498-6293
w3yd@arrl.net


Youth Programs:
Mark Doore
K3RAM
301-572-2385
k3ram@arrl.net


Education and Training:
Pud Reaver
W3YD
301-498-6293
w3yd@arrl.net


Technical Specialist:
Kevin Arber
W3DAD
301-725-0038
w3dad@amsat.org


ARES/RACES  Coordinators:
Jim Cross
WI3N
301-725-6829
jcross3@juno.com


Official Emergency Station:
Pat Gormley
KK3F
301-864-4694



Official Bulletin Station:
John Creel
WB3GXW
301-572-5124
wb3gxw@arrl.net


Official Bulletin Station: 
Pud Reaver
W3YD
301-498-6293
w3yd@arrl.net

Official Bulletin Station:
Al Brown
KZ3AB
301-490-3188
kz3ab@arrl.net


Official Relay Station:
Pat Gormley
KK3F
301-864-4694



Official Relay Station: 
Pud Reaver
W3YD
301-498-6293
w3yd@arrl.net

LARC Special Interest Groups and Mentors:


Antennas:
Kevin Arber
W3DAD
301-725-0038
w3dad@amsat.org


Packet Radio/APRS:
Mark Doore
K3RAM
301-572-2385
k3ram@arrl.net


Repeaters:
John Creel
WB3GXW
301-572-5124
wb3gxw@arrl.net


Satellite/EME:
OPEN

ARRL Field Organization:


 Atlantic Division Director:
Bernie Fuller
N3EFN
814-763-1529
w3efn@arrl.org


Atlantic Division Vice Director:
William C. Edgar
N3LLR
814-362-1250
n3llr@arrl.org


MD/DC Section Manager:
Tom Abernethy
W3TOM
301-292-6263
w3tom@arrl.org

MD/DC Asst Section Manager:
Jerry Gavin
NU3D
410-761-1423
k2ilq@aol.com


MD/DC Emergency Coord:
Mike Carr
WA1QAA
410-799-0403
bamcc@erols.com


Affiliated Club Coordinator:
Tony Young
WA3YLO
301-262-1917
tonyy@juno.com

MDC Section Bulletin Manager
Al Brown
KZ3AB
301-490-3188
kz3ab@arrl.net

Items to be published in The Feedback should be submitted by the second Wednesday of the month.  Email submissions may be made to w3dad@amsat.org

The Feedback is published monthly (except December) as the newsletter of the Laurel Amateur Radio Club, Inc.

Permission is granted to reprint from this publication provided credit is given.

     Editor:  Kevin Arber, W3DAD 301-725-0038 w3dad@amsat.org

Publisher: Dan Blasberg, KA8YPY 301-345-7381 daniel.c.blasberg.jr@verizon.com

Editor’s Bit
Welcome to the February issue of FEEDBACK.  The deadline for FEEDBACK is the second Wednesday, March 13.
In this edition I am trying a new two column format using size-10 font.  Let me know what you think of it. 
Radio Shack HTX series radio Lithium battery replacement.   Jerry, N3WSG, has found a replacement for this battery.  The part number is DANCOMP322H, and they cost 3.36 including tax. Mark Electronics' number is 301-595-4050. They are on the web at www.markelectronics.com.
An article appeared in the ARRL web titled The History of Curtis Keyers.  Although the original Curtis chips are no longer in production, the modes embodied in them are now included in the keyer circuits of modern rigs.  What is the difference between a mode A and mode B keyer?  The difference is in what the keyer does when both paddles are released.  The mode B keyer sends an additional element opposite to the one being sent.  This is the mode of the WB4VVF Accu-keyer.  A mode A keyer continues the element being sent when the paddles are released.  Keyers sold today such as the CMOS Super Keyer III can emulate both the Curtis keyer, and the Accu-keyer.  
FAR Scholarships:  The announcement was in the January edition of FEEDBACK.  The deadline for submission of applications is April 30, 2002.  

Mike/K3RFI’s handout from the January meeting is on the back page.
President’s Ramblings

By the time you read this the DC Roadrunners President’s Day Marathon will have been run and you’ll just have to wait till next month’s Feedback for the article describing the action. Now, you’re probably wondering why I’m even mentioning something that you won’t be reading about until long after its happened. There’s actually some method to my madness. Since we had a great speaker to kick off our first meeting of the new year, we didn’t really have the time to get into a few items that need a group think. For instance, what do you think about receiving your Feedback via email? There are two advantages. One is that it can be put together closer to the meeting and be more current (so you would be able to read the article on the race that took place in the middle of the month). The second is that we could probably save over two hundred dollars in postage. Lets talk about it at the meeting.
We’re looking at increasing our insurance by taking on the ARRL equipment insurance. Jerry should have some numbers regarding that to present at the meeting. The underwriter told me that the liability insurance we now carry is adequate for our having a club station. 

We have a pop up trailer that Mark/K3RAM keeps legal with tags, It saw its last use at the Farfest and has since been parked alongside the Boys and Girls Club bus at Seventh an Montgomery Sts. Lets give some thought as to how we might put it to use. Any of you care to be on a committee to explore some uses for it? Maybe we can paint W3LRC on the sides and put it in the Main St Festival Parade and the July 4th parade with a bunch of us marching along. We’ve got a ready made float. I think its time we show off amateur radio.

I’ve sent in a form SS-4 and applied for a Federal Employer Identification Number for LARC. The bank would like us to have one. The checking account is now under Pud’s social security number (so let’s be nice to him till we get our own number). Once we have our FEIN, Ed recommends that we proceed with getting the IRS to recognize us as a non-profit group. By making it official we’ll be able to officially accept donations and give a formal letter to the donors so that they can take a tax deduction. I don’t think the end of year paper work will be too onerous. 

Hopefully between this writing and the publication of the Feedback I’ll have figured out how to access the ARRL website and apply for our status as a Special Service Club. I don’t believe we’ve been doing that for a while. We have been a Special Service Club for many years in the past. Since the club meets all the requirements with ease, we may as well be recognized.

We need to get cracking with plans for the Special Event we’re going to do during the 4th of July celebrations. This is an auspicious year with the Fire Department celebrating 100 years, the Laurel Rescue Squad celebrating 50 years, and the 4th of July Committee celebrating 25 years. We’ve also got Montpelier Festival and Main Street Festival in the first part of May with the CROP Walk somewhere in May, then the Pallotti 5K run/walk the first week end in June and a new event for us, the American Cancer Society “Relay for Life” the second weekend in June. This is the fourth year they’ve held the Relay in Laurel. It runs from 1600 Saturday June 8 through 0600 June 9. It will be held at the Laurel High School track with activities scattered all over the field. I was asked to be the communications coordinator (gee, I wonder why???). Last year there were about 600 participants. Another venue for PR for amateur radio, and another chance to give the repeater a workout.  A large number of volunteers, who are helping to put this on, work for the City, so we have a chance to strengthen our relationship with the city.
What’s the feeling for the club springing for a few bucks for a program to get APRS running on one of the antennas? We have everything except a registered program. Hopefully our techies will have a recommendation for us. We’ll also be able to use the packet system to access a dx cluster when we’re working a contest. We held our second official PVRC meeting after the last meeting. Contesting is fun and I urge any of you who would like to get involved with it to see Pud. 

Mark/K3RAM incurs an expense keeping our website up. Up to now he’s shouldered it alone. Any objections to giving him $10 per month to defray expenses?

Come to the meeting for all these topics and more so we can get the administrative stuff out of the way and get on with more interesting meetings.

73 de Jim/WI3N

MINUTES FOR JANUARY 2002

Laurel Amateur Radio Club

President Jim Cross, WI3N, called the meeting to order at 1930.  Some 27 people attended this first meeting of the year 2002, of whom nine were guests.  Those visiting were John Croft, Jr./K3NJ, Kathy Croft/KC3T, David Houser/KB3DVM, Harold Wood/W3HII, Charles McClure/NI3A, Bob Stransky, Jr./KB3HGW, William Hatfield/W3QX, Hugh Katz/K3HU, and our guest speaker, Mike Martin/W3RFI.

Our treasurer, Jerry Siegel, reported a balance of $1,328.00 net worth, of which $1,118.30 is money in the bank.

Minutes for the previous meeting, held in November 2001 were approved.  

Dan Blasberg, KA8YPY, our FAR representative, provided the club with a summary of the financial situation prevailing at FAR.  There must be an infusion of funds by the close of this year or the continued existence of the organization in its present state becomes questionable.  Also, the future of Auto-Call is by no means assured.  Dan said that FAR’s greatest single expenditure is for publication of Auto-Call and consideration is being given to means through which funding could be augmented for the journal.  Scholarships do not appear to be affected.  

The annual Hamfest in September may be combined this year with the Columbia Amateur Radio Club.

The club-sponsored DC Roadrunners 26-mile marathon will transpire February 17.  Members were asked to support it and to meet at the Log Cabin at BARC at 0915.  Volunteers should be able to secure from the effort by 1600.

The guest speaker for our January meeting was Mike Martin/K3RFI, a radio frequency investigator for Pepco.  Mike illustrated his talk with slides showing how RFI can be generated on both power line facilities and in residential areas.  Among his photographs were some striking views of coronas.

He mentioned that RFI can be so loud in a house it is difficult to hear over and can be caused by interference arising from multiple sources.  He gave one example where a ham was afflicted with 36 noise sources, each of which had to be identified and eliminated sequentially. 

Generally, inside noises are easy to find.  RFI from commercial sources is more difficult and can occur from the action of weather on power line poles in which hardware becomes loose, to arcing from eroding connectors and extraneous matter on the lines, such as stray wires and birds causing conductors to sag.

Mike gave us an interesting talk on a subject of enduring interest to amateurs.

Incidentally, Mike got his radio license through LARC.

The meeting was adjourned at 2115.

Respectively submitted,

Ed Rummel/KB3DVC

Secretary

ARES/RACES

First, thanks to HD/K3HDM for his presentation at the last meeting on CTCSS and how it can be used in emergency situations. 

Also, I’d like to thank the members who have been participating in the odd Tuesday nets at 2030 on the 146.61 repeater. The net is a vehicle for ARES announcements, but most of the net activity has concentrated on traffic handling. We are averaging 10-12 people per session, but more of you need to make an effort to check-in. This is where we get to practice our procedures, make mistakes, and learn from them. The middle of an emergency is not the place for practice. I would also encourage you to check-in or at least listen to the MEPN (Maryland Emergency Phone Net) at 1800L everyday on 3.920 +/- MHz or the BTN (Baltimore Traffic Net) on 146.67 everyday at 1830. You may be able to pick up a piece of traffic and deliver it in your area. We learn by doing and the folks who run the nets are there to encourage and provide help to new traffic handlers. The nets are also a good place to learn net discipline and procedures.

Thanks to all those who showed up at the EOC for a workday Saturday Feb 9. We had a large turnout and accomplished a great deal that day. The radio rooms were organized and equipment inventoried, the 4” EMT conduit was installed in the joists, coupled, and eight 55 foot LMR 400 cables had their connectors installed were pulled from the lightening protection to the radio rooms. Our new Comet tribander, Comet dualbander, and REACT GMRS 460 MHz antennas were assembled and tested. 

PEPCO sent a bucket truck and Mike Martin/K3RFI on Wednesday Feb 13 and they installed the brackets that HD fabricated on the pole and crossarms and installed the antennas. The cables from the antennas to the lightening protection were made and installed also. Special thanks to Joe/N3TZA, HD/K3HDM, and Dennis/KT3D for helping do the connectors, measure cable and get the job done. The truck will be back next week to hang the hardware for our 80M dipole and install the ground wires. We need to make up a few jumpers for the radio room now and we’ll be on the air. Thanks to MONA Electric for the donation of 500’ of LMR 400, the #6 groundwire, and the conduit and associated hardware. Also, many thanks to PEPCO for the installation of the pole and installing the antennas. And finally, kudos to our director Mr Reggie Parks for pushing the buttons to get the county to finally purchase the antennas. 

This coming regular meeting at 1930 on Feb 26 at the Fire Services Building will be devoted to organizing ourselves. We’re going to divide the operation of ARES/RACES into the following functions and will form working groups to address short term and long range goals and objectives. Dan/KA8YPY will lead the technical group who will assess our needs and make recommendations about needed equipment and keep the equipment we have working. Dave/WA3TMC will head up the group who will work with our served agencies, such as the American Red Cross, Health Department, the hospitals, county agencies, municipalities, etc. Dennis/KT3D will lead the group that will develop our training policies, training exercises, etc. James/N5XNS is our webmaster (check out our site now under construction at www.pgcountyares.org) and will lead the group for that area. I will start the ball rolling on the membership function but hope to find my replacement before the meeting adjourns. Each leader will give a brief outline of what they hope to accomplish then we will break into groups to begin the planning. 

We’ve got three public service events on the calendar so far. One is the MS Walk in Oxon Hill on April 20. Following that we will participate in Christmas in April on April 27. This will be a good opportunity to test the coverage of our antennas. Then we have been asked to do the American Cancer Society “Relay for Life” in Laurel on June 8-9. More training opportunities to come.

73 de Jim Cross/WI3N


PRGE EC/RO 

Treasurer’s Report
LARC Treasurer's Report for 2001

Converted to base currency: US Dollar

1/1/01 Through 12/31/01

Category



Total

Income Categories


50/50




66.00

ARRL In



278.00

Banquet In



1,085.00

Books In



437.00

Donations



30.00

Dues




985.50

Hats In



30.00

Silent Key Fund In

40.50

W3LRC Repeater In


510.00

WB3GXW Repeater Dues In

153.00

Total Income Categories

3,615.00

Expense Categories

ARRL




270.00

Awards



183.54

Badges Out



25.20

Bank Charges


13.50

Banquet Out



1,131.98

Books Out



471.00

Charitable Donations

35.00

Feedback



352.79

Hats Out



113.40

Insurance



325.00

P.O. Box



152.00

VEC




48.79

W3LRC Repeater Out

760.80

WB3GXW Repeater Out

153.00

Web Site



95.00

Total Expense Categories
4,131.00

Grand Total



(516.00)
Balance at end of year: 1473.20, of which 
40.50 is SK fund
94.20 is W3LRC Repeater

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Annandale, VA Hamfest on 3 March 2002

The Vienna Wireless Society Winterfest Hamfest will be on Sunday, 3 March, 2002 at the Northern Virginia Community College, 8333 Little River Turnpike (Route 236) in Annandale, VA (less than one mile from the Capital Beltway Route 495 around Washington, D.C.).  Riley Hollingsworth (K4ZDH) will be our featured speaker on FCC Enforcement for Amateur Radio.  We will also have Mike Martin (K3RFI) on Radio Frequency Interference, and ARRL Vice President John Kanode (N4MM) and ARRL Roanoke Division Director Dennis Bodson (W4PWF) with ARRL discussions.  Indoor area opens 8 am.  Admission is $6, and indoor tables are available for $20 each.  ARRL VE exams are at 9 am on Saturday, the day before.  Talk-in on 146.91(-) & 146.685(-).  Everyone wanting to reserve inside tables now is encouraged to call Terry, N4ZH on 703-560-1824 or E-Mail  winterfest@att.net  Please also see  http://winterfest.home.att.net
CONTESTS
March 2/3
ARRL DX SSB

March 10/11
Wisconsin QSO Party

March 16/17
Alaska QSO Party

March 16/18
Virginia QSO Party

March 30/31
CQ WPX SSB

HAMFESTS

March 3
Annandale, VA – Vienna Wireless
April 6/7
Timonium, MD – Baltimore ARC

April 28

New Castle, DE – Pen Del ARC

May 4
Grasonville, MD - Kent Island ARC & Anne Arundel ARC
May 5
Hagerstown - Antietam Radio Asso
CALENDAR
March 16
Laurel WC
VEC Test Session

April 20

Oxon Hill
MS Walk
April 20

Laurel WC
VEC Test Session

April 27

Christmas in April

June 8/9
Laurel 

ACS Relay for Life
How to Locate Radio Interference (RFI) or Television Interference (TVI) in a Home

All steps should be performed while interference is active

1.  Go to your main circuit breaker or fuse panel with a battery powered AM radio tuned between stations so all you hear is the offending noise. (If at night or in an enclosed room, be sure to have a working  flashlight)

2.  If the noise is present and corresponds to the disturbing interference, shut off all power to your premises by turning off the MAIN circuit breaker or equivalent enclosed device. (DO NOT ATTEMPT TO REMOVE CARTRIDGE FUSES or OPERATE EXPOSED or OPEN-TYPE DISCONNECTS IF PHYSICAL CONTACT WITH ELECTRICAL CIRCUITS IS AT ALL POSSIBLE.) If the noise on the AM radio stops while the power is off, the source of the interference is within your own residence.

3.  Restore the main circuit breaker. Don’t forget to reset clocks after the interference source is located.

4.  Assuming the noise stopped while the electric was off, you can now locate the circuit supplying the power to the noise source. While monitoring the battery powered AM radio as before with the noise present, turn off and on the individual circuit breakers one at a time until the noise stops while a breaker is in the off position. Leave off the breaker that stops the noise.

5.  You must now determine what has been turned off by going from room to room, if necessary, checking outlets, appliances, and lights for the absence of electricity. The offending noise will be something on this circuit. Turn the breaker back on and wait for the noise to return. 

6.  With the noise back on and using the AM radio to monitor, return to the area of the noisy circuit and unplug everything on this circuit one at a time until the offending device is found.

Things most commonly found to cause interference are:


Door Bell Transformers 




Electric Blankets


Heating Pads (of all kinds)




Recessed Ceiling Lights


Furnace Control Circuits


           


TV Top Amplified Antennas




(*) Radio Interference Only


Aquarium Heaters





*Screw In Photocells


Low Energy (screw in) Florescent Lights


*Touch Control Lamps


Clean Air Machines (table top and furnace type)

*Light Dimmer Controls
These devices, when causing interference, are in violation of Federal Communications Commission rules & regulations and are a nuisance to you and your neighbors. It is important for your own benefit to have the offending device repaired or replaced to insure normal safe operation. Most radio and television interference sources are arcing. This arcing will get hot and could create a fire hazard. Your interest and assistance is sincerely appreciated. For more information about RFI & TVI contact:

 PEPCO’s Interference Investigator, Michael C. Martin

Telephone 301-967-5230

Nextel 21* 29180

E mail RFI@PEPCO.com

Please include with all inquiries: Your name, address, daytime telephone number, e mail address
