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THE FEEDBACK

Volume 01  Issue 11
November 2001

THE   AMATEUR   RADIO   NEWSLETTER

Laurel Amateur Radio Club, Inc.

PO Box 1259Laurel, MD 20725-1259

http://www.larcmd.org
   email:  larc@larcmd.org

Meetings and Nets:

( 1st, 3rd, 5th Wednesdays:

On-the-air Net at 8:30pm on 147.225+ PL156.7 (no tone required during nets)

( 2nd Wednesday:

Informal/Social Gathering at 7:00pm – Tubby’s Restaurant; Rt. 198, 1 mile West of I-95

( 4th Wednesday:

Monthly Meeting at 7:30pm - The Woman’s Club of Laurel, 384 Main Street, Laurel

( Nightly:

Informal Net/Rag-Chew from 9-11pm on 147.540

Repeater: 442.500+ PL 156.7 Hz
UHF Simplex: 445.975 
Laurel Amateur Radio Club, Inc.

c/o Kevin Arber, W3DAD

PO Box 294

Savage, MD 20763


FIRST CLASS MAIL
Next Meeting:

Wednesday, December 2 
Annual Banquet, Kaufman’s



THE LAUREL AMATEUR RADIO CLUB

Officers:


President:
Pud Reaver
W3YD
301-498-6293
w3yd@arrl.net


Vice-President:
Jim Cross
WI3N
301-725-6829
jcross3@juno.com

Secretary:
Ed Rummel
KB3DVC
301-422-6963
erummel@worldnet.att.net


Treasurer:
Jerry Siegel
N3WSG
301-937-1174
j_siegel@compuserve.com
Other LARC Positions and Contacts:


FAR Representatives:
Dan Blasberg
KA8YPY
301-345-7381
blasberg@bellatlantic.net


Laurel VEC:
Diane Cooperman
AA3OF
301-206-2420
aa3of@erols.com


LARC VE Testing:
John Creel
WB3GXW
301-572-5124
wb3gxw@arrl.net


AutoCall Reporter:
Ed Rummel
KB3DVC
301-422-6963
erummel@worldnet.att.net

T-MARC/D-MARC Rep:






Public Information Officer:
Pud Reaver
W3YD
301-498-6293
w3yd@arrl.net


Youth Programs:
Mark Doore
K3RAM
301-572-2385
k3ram@arrl.net


Education and Training:
Pud Reaver
W3YD
301-498-6293
w3yd@arrl.net


Technical Specialist:
Kevin Arber
W3DAD
301-725-0038
w3dad@amsat.org


ARES/RACES  Coordinators:
Jim Cross
WI3N
301-725-6829
jcross3@juno.com


Official Emergency Station:
Pat Gormley
KK3F
301-864-4694



Official Bulletin Station:
John Creel
WB3GXW
301-572-5124
wb3gxw@arrl.net


Official Bulletin Station: 
Pud Reaver
W3YD
301-498-6293
w3yd@arrl.net

Official Bulletin Station:
Al Brown
KZ3AB
301-490-3188
kz3ab@arrl.net


Official Relay Station:
Pat Gormley
KK3F
301-864-4694



Official Relay Station: 
Pud Reaver
W3YD
301-498-6293
w3yd@arrl.net

LARC Special Interest Groups and Mentors:


Antennas:
Kevin Arber
W3DAD
301-725-0038
w3dad@amsat.org


Packet Radio/APRS:
Mark Doore
K3RAM
301-572-2385
k3ram@arrl.net


Repeaters:
John Creel
WB3GXW
301-572-5124
wb3gxw@arrl.net


Satellite/EME:

ARRL Field Organization:


 Atlantic Division Director:
Bernie Fuller
N3EFN
814-763-1529
w3efn@arrl.org


Atlantic Division Vice Director:
William C. Edgar
N3LLR
814-362-1250
n3llr@arrl.org


MD/DC Section Manager:
Tom Abernethy
W3TOM
703-792-6270
w3tom@arrl.org

MD/DC Asst Section Manager:
Jerry Gavin
NU3D
410-761-1423
k2ilq@aol.com


MD/DC Emergency Coord:
Mike Carr
WA1QAA
410-799-0403
bamcc@erols.com


Affiliated Club Coordinator:
Tony Young
WA3YLO
301-262-1917
tonyy@juno.com

MDC Section Bulletin Manager
Al Brown
KZ3AB
301-490-3188
kz3ab@arrl.net

Items to be published in The Feedback should be submitted by the second Wednesday of the month.  Email submissions may be made to w3dad@amsat.org

The Feedback is published monthly as the newsletter of the Laurel Amateur Radio Club, Inc.

Permission is granted to reprint from this publication provided credit is given.

     Editor:  Kevin Arber, W3DAD 301-725-0038 w3dad@amsat.org

Publisher: Dan Blasberg, KA8YPY 301-345-7381 daniel.c.blasberg.jr@verizon.com

Editor’s Bit

Welcome to the November issue of FEEDBACK.  Deadlines for FEEDBACK are the second Wednesday January 9, 2002.  FEEDBACK is not published in December.  We are publishing early this month to get the banquet & membership renewal sheet out in good time. 
The 70 cm band plan is in this issue.  The LARC simplex frequency is 445.975 MHz; the repeater is 447.5 MHz input / 442.5 MHz output using a 156.7 Hz PL tone – tone OFF for now. 
Bill, W3IY is mounting an effort to get more activity on UHF and microwaves.  Activity days are Saturday mornings between 8 AM and Noon and Monday evenings between 7 PM and 11PM.  Mode is CW/SSB horizontal antenna polarization.   Connect your IC-706 or FT-100’s 432 spigot to something horizontal and make some noise.

Need some high grade coax or a hard to find connector?  Kevin, WV3D may be able to help as he works for a company that supplies the industry.  He had LM-400 coax at the October meeting for show-and-tell.

Congrats to HD on his appointment as Deputy Radio Officer for PG county.

I have been fooling around with a HF modem called STREAM by IZ8BLY.  It is a modem designed for a multi-tone signal which uses 16-tones or carriers in its basic configuration (MFSK16).  It seems to be an ideal mode to combat multi-path and ionospheric effects such as Doppler and is based on the old HF diplomatic modems called Piccolo and Coquelet.  It may be an ideal RTTY replacement for emergency traffic on 80 meters.   STREAM also demodulates PSK31 and some other modes but I have not tried them.  The download is free.  Check this one out at www.qsl.net/zl1bpu/MFSK/INDEX.html 

Kevin/W3DAD

President’s Ramblings

ELECTIONS:  Congratulations to the next slate of officers …  and thanks to all that supported my tenure in office over the last two years.  Jim tells me that over the next few months we will have some meetings to discuss the use of the shack, the repeater, and set up committees for next year’s operations.  I hope that you-all will volunteer in your area(s) of interest, and support the new directions the club is going.  Your input is certainly welcomed.

NOV 17-19  FONE SS:  W3LRC will be a serious competitor in the Fall Sweepstakes (fone).  Key down is 4PM on Saturday, Nov 17; this is a thirty hour contest, operate no more than 24.  Jim will be the honcho … he advises just “show up” on Saturday afternoon, and operating/logging/monitoring schedules can be arranged.  Using our new antenna systems, and the rigs and amplifiers, I would guess we can “grab a freq” and have some real fun!

REPEATER UP: The repeater is up and going on 442.500 (+5 Mhz).  I understand there is no tone.  We are looking for reports so we can gauge the range.  Give it a try!

DEC 1 XMAS TREE PARADE: The Laurel Main Street Santa parade/Christmas tree lighting is Saturday, Dec 1 around 1500.  We need a few operators to get the parade organized, and tell Santa when to start down Main Street.  Always a fun time, and you’ll be home by six.

DEC 2 BANQUET:  Once again we’ll be at Kaufmanns in Gambrills.  Elsewhere in this FEEDBACK is a menu and re-enrollment form.  Please send your participation dues to Jerry Siegel/Treasurer.  So far, we have decided NOT to have LARC repeater dues … but you may want to continue to support John’s machine, WB3GXW.  Also, if you want, send a few bucks to the memorial fund (thank God this year we didn’t have to use it!)

Please respond to Jerry by Nov 27.  His address is:  Jerry Siegel, N3WSG; 11358 Cherry Hill Rd, Apt 203; Beltsville, MD  20705.

DEC 29 ROADRUNNERS:  PG ARES/RACES will be in charge of the post-Christmas race at the AG center, but LARC will also be there in a supportive role (LARC will run the Marathon in Feb, with support from the ARES crowd.)  This is a great event … it is a 10 or 20 miler; starts at 10 a.m., and runners must be off the course by 2:30.  There will also be a 3K race around the lake.  

FOR WHAT IT’S WORTH: Recent decades have seen widespread popular embrace that when a calendar month contains two full Moons, the second one is called a "Blue Moon." The unusual pattern of lunar phases in early 1999 (two full Moons each in January and March, and none at all in February) has triggered a groundswell of public interest. Countless newspapers and radio and TV stations have run stories about Blue Moons   November has a blue moon on the 30th!.

73/PUD
ARES/RACES


October is always the time for the ARRL sponsored SET (Simulated Emergency Test) and this year it was held on October 6 from 1000L – 1400L. The scenario was a hurricane and part of the time we had a simulated power blackout. There were 19 of us who participated this year. The EOC was activated, and we had Laurel Hospital, Doctor’s Hospital, and the Bowie Health Center on the air. We also had the Laurel Amateur Radio Club station in Laurel on the air. One of the purposes of the SET is to use the NTS (National Traffic System) for health and welfare traffic into and out of the local area. We had liaisons with the MEPN and MDD on which we passed traffic. We found that it is best to have two operators, one monitoring the local net and one to liaison with the higher level nets. Besides running two nets on the 146.61 and 145.23 repeaters, we also supplied a net control operator for the Central Region Net for the first two hours, HD/K3HDM. This taxed our capability as we had to keep three 2M nets going simultaneously with two antennas hanging from the drop ceiling in adjoining rooms and one we were able to put on a tripod outside. 


When it was announced that the power was out we had to go to simplex. At that point we were unable to copy any stations from the EOC. So Murray/K3BEQ drove to the top of the hill at the Prince George’s Hospital and from there was able to act as a relay station for the simplex traffic. If anyone has any ½” hardline or low loss coax they would like to donate, we may be able to get some antennas on the pole and eliminate our makeshift operation. Given the constraints we have, I think we did well to overcome most of our obstacles and stay operational. In the real world, Murphy’s Law rules and our situation at the EOC certainly does test our ingenuity. 


We had three ARES nets this month on the 146.61 repeater on the odd Tuesday of the month at 8:30 pm. They have been very instructive on the art of traffic handling and I urge everyone to check in and practice. One of our goals as emergency communicators is to accurately send and receive messages. Why do we practice the same thing over and over? So that when the time comes to use the skill, it is second nature and you don’t have to think about it. There are two basic forms of communication on a net, formal traffic handling for third parties and tactical in the field communications. Both have one common denominator and that is proper net control procedures. Learn and practice, practice, practice. 


We’ll be doing the DC Roadrunners 10/20 mile race through the Beltsville Agricultural Center on Dec 29 as an ARES practice event. Put it on your calendar. More info will be forthcoming. 

73 de Jim Cross/WI3N


PRGE EC/RO

420-450 MHz Band Plan

420.0 - 425.0 Misc. repeater, control and link operations
425.0 - 431.0 ATV
430.0 - 431.0 Digital (100 KHz wide-band channels centered at:
430.05, 430.15, 430.25,430.35, 430.45, 430.55, 430.65, 430.85, 430.95 (excluding 430.75))
431.025 - 431.10 Digital (Four 25 KHz-spaced channels)
432.0 - 433.0 CW, SSB, Beacons, etc. (NO FM, digital, repeater or link operation)
433.0 - 435.0 Repeater and control links
433.400-433.575, 433.325-433.375, 433.600-433.650 Experimental operations
433.675-433.775 Simplex channels (4)
435.0 - 438.0 Satellites (NO FM, digital, repeater or link operation)
438.0 - 444.0 ATV
440.0 - 440.9 Repeater control and links
440.925 - 441.075 Digital (Seven 25 KHz-spaced channels)
In Greater Baltimore and DC area, observation of 7-11pm quiet hours encouraged 441.1 - 441.975 Repeater control and links
442.0 - 444.975 Repeater inputs and outputs
(Repeater inputs on ODD 25 KHz channels, i.e. 442.025-in/
447.025-out,447.000-in/442.000-out, 449.100-in/444.100-out)

445.0 - 445.9 Repeater control and links
445.925 - 446.000 Voice simplex, Four 25 KHz channels 
(NO repeater, control, link or digital operation)
446.00 National voice simplex frequency
446.025-46.075 digital channels (3-25 khz) (NEW) 446.1 - 446.975 Repeater and control links
446.20 Remote base intertie
447.0 - 449.975 Repeater outputs and inputs (See 442.0 - 444.975)

(T-MARC)
Map to the Banquet




DIRECTIONS:

From Laurel: 

Take MD Route 198 east to MD Route 32 East (past Ft. Meade). Exit Southbound onto Burns Crossing Road. (left turn at the end of the ramp). Go about a half mile. Turn Left onto MD Route 175, Annapolis Road. Go less than one half mile and turn Left onto Gambrills Road. The restaurant will be on the right.

Further Banquet Notes:

As in years past, the event will be held in a banquet room with a cash bar. Price includes tax and tip. There is no need to select items from the menu beforehand. The meal will be buffet style, and you may choose from meat, fish, and fowl; as much as you like. The menu is printed here only to make you salivate.

Calendar

Dec 1

Xmas Tree Lighting
Laurel – about 3PM

Dec 2

Banquet


Kaufman’s

Dec 29

Road Runners

Ag Research Center

Feb 17

GW Marathon 

Hamfests 
For a complete HAMFEST calendar go to (http://www.arrl.org/hamfests.html#listing) 

Selected Contests
CQ Worldwide DX Contest, CW, Nov 24-25

ARRL 160 Meter, Dec 7-9

ARRL 10 Meter, Dec 15-16

For a complete contest calendar go to (http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestcal.html)

The Annual Banquet

The annual Christmas/Installation Banquet will be held at:

Kaufmann's Tavern

239 Gambrills Road

Gambrills, MD

Sunday, December 2, 4-9 PM

4-5...Happy Hour,   5-6...Dinner,  6-8...Entertainment and Installation!

Price  is $35.00

Buffet Items: Black Angus Prime Rib of Beef

Roasted Turkey

Broiled Crab Cake w/ Imperial Sauce
Served Buffet Style with potatoes, vegetables, bread, condiments, coffee and tea and dessert.

The price includes tax and gratuity.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Banquet Reservation and Membership Renewal

Please return by Tuesday, Nov 27 to:

Jerry Siegel, N3WSG; 11358 Cherry Hill RD, #203; Beltsville, MD  20705
Name/Call:  _________________________________________________________

Banquet

Regular




_____
@ $ 35.00
=  __________

2002 LARC Membership 

Regular Member


_____
@ $ 15.00 
=  __________

Each Additional Family Member

_____
@ $   7.50 
=  __________

Handicap



_____
@ $ 10.00 
=  __________

Under 21 (oldest ham in house)

_____
@ $ 10.00 
=  __________


Memorial Fund






____________

WB3GXW Repeater Dues

Per Household, 2m & 440

_____
@ $17.00
=  __________







TOTAL ENCLOSED:
    __________
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