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THE FEEDBACK

Volume 01  Issue 09
September 2001

THE   AMATEUR   RADIO   NEWSLETTER

Laurel Amateur Radio Club, Inc.

PO Box 1259Laurel, MD 20725-1259

http://www.larcmd.org
   email:  larc@larcmd.org

Meetings and Nets:

( 1st, 3rd, 5th Wednesdays:

On-the-air Net at 8:30pm on 147.225+ PL156.7 (no tone required during nets)

( 2nd Wednesday:

Informal/Social Gathering at 7:00pm – Tubby’s Restaurant; Rt. 198, 1 mile West of I-95

( 4th Wednesday:

Monthly Meeting at 7:30pm - The Woman’s Club of Laurel, 384 Main Street, Laurel

( Nightly:

Informal Net/Rag-Chew from 9-11pm on 147.540

Repeater: 442.500+ PL 156.7 Hz
Laurel Amateur Radio Club, Inc.

c/o Kevin Arber, W3DAD

PO Box 294

Savage, MD 20763


FIRST CLASS MAIL
Next Meeting:

Wednesday, September 26, 7:30pm




THE LAUREL AMATEUR RADIO CLUB

Officers:


President:
Pud Reaver
W3YD
301-498-6293
w3yd@arrl.net


Vice-President:
Jim Cross
WI3N
301-725-6829
jcross3@juno.com

Secretary:
Ed Rummel
KB3DVC
301-422-6963
erummel@worldnet.att.net


Treasurer:
Jerry Siegel
N3WSG
301-937-1174
j_siegel@compuserve.com
Other LARC Positions and Contacts:


FAR Representatives:
Dan Blasberg
KA8YPY
301-345-7381
blasberg@bellatlantic.net


Laurel VEC:
Diane Cooperman
AA3OF
301-206-2420
aa3of@erols.com


LARC VE Testing:
John Creel
WB3GXW
301-572-5124
wb3gxw@arrl.net


AutoCall Reporter:
Ed Rummel
KB3DVC
301-422-6963
erummel@worldnet.att.net

T-MARC/D-MARC Rep:






Public Information Officer:
Pud Reaver
W3YD
301-498-6293
w3yd@arrl.net


Youth Programs:
Mark Doore
K3RAM
301-572-2385
k3ram@arrl.net


Education and Training:
Pud Reaver
W3YD
301-498-6293
w3yd@arrl.net


Technical Specialist:
Kevin Arber
W3DAD
301-725-0038
w3dad@amsat.org


ARES/RACES  Coordinators:
Jim Cross
WI3N
301-725-6829
jcross3@juno.com


Official Emergency Station:
Pat Gormley
KK3F
301-864-4694



Official Bulletin Station:
John Creel
WB3GXW
301-572-5124
wb3gxw@arrl.net


Official Bulletin Station: 
Pud Reaver
W3YD
301-498-6293
w3yd@arrl.net

Official Bulletin Station:
Al Brown
KZ3AB
301-490-3188
kz3ab@arrl.net


Official Relay Station:
Pat Gormley
KK3F
301-864-4694



Official Relay Station: 
Pud Reaver
W3YD
301-498-6293
w3yd@arrl.net

LARC Special Interest Groups and Mentors:


Antennas:
Kevin Arber
W3DAD
301-725-0038
w3dad@amsat.org


Packet Radio/APRS:
Mark Doore
K3RAM
301-572-2385
k3ram@arrl.net


Repeaters:
John Creel
WB3GXW
301-572-5124
wb3gxw@arrl.net


Satellite/EME:

ARRL Field Organization:


 Atlantic Division Director:
Bernie Fuller
N3EFN
814-763-1529
w3efn@arrl.org


Atlantic Division Vice Director:
William C. Edgar
N3LLR
814-362-1250
n3llr@arrl.org


MD/DC Section Manager:
Tom Abernethy
W3TOM
703-792-6270
w3tom@arrl.org

MD/DC Asst Section Manager:
Jerry Gavin
NU3D
410-761-1423
k2ilq@aol.com


MD/DC Emergency Coord:
Mike Carr
WA1QAA
410-799-0403
bamcc@erols.com


Affiliated Club Coordinator:
Tony Young
WA3YLO
301-262-1917
tonyy@juno.com

MDC Section Bulletin Manager
Al Brown
KZ3AB
301-490-3188
kz3ab@arrl.net

Items to be published in The Feedback should be submitted by the second Wednesday of the month.  Email submissions may be made to w3dad@amsat.org

The Feedback is published monthly as the newsletter of the Laurel Amateur Radio Club, Inc.

Permission is granted to reprint from this publication provided credit is given.

     Editor:  Kevin Arber, W3DAD 301-725-0038 w3dad@amsat.org

Publisher: Dan Blasberg, KA8YPY 301-345-7381 daniel.c.blasberg.jr@verizon.com

Editor’s Bit

Welcome to the September issue of FEEDBACK.  Deadlines for FEEDBACK are the second Wednesday, October 10.  I was on vacation during the August FEEDBACK work-up, thanks to Pud for filling in .
Finding a local repair service can sometimes be difficult.  A couple of hams have used James Kasunic with success.  See their anecdotes in this issue.

Even if you only dabble around on HF you will likely encounter the request for a QSL card.  The ARRL, as a membership service, can handle outgoing QSLs to most countries.  The rate is $1.00 for 10 cards and $4.00 for half pound (about 75 cards).  Incoming QSLs are handled by the W3 QSL bureau; PDXA, PO Box 100, York Haven, PA 17370-0100.  The W3 bureau requires that you have a stamped self-addressed 5x7 1/2 or 6 x 9 envelopes on file with them.  I usually send three at a time with two units of first class postage on each.  Direct QSLs are required for domestic QSOs.  If you want a card in return it is a good idea to send along a SASE with your outgoing card.  
The SCOPE camera on AO-40 is working.  You can see an image at: http://www.jamsat.or.jp/scope/010808/index_e.html
Kevin/W3DAD

PRESIDENT’S RAMBLINGS

WEB-SITE & E-MAIL: Just a reminder that LARC has an active web page and also a good exploder (to send a message to everyone at once).  Information on these two can be found in the Masthead of this (and other) FEEDBACKS.

FAR: In an effort to accommodate the member clubs that are not close to local area, the Foundation will be holding several meetings per year at other locations that are more convenient. The October meeting will be held at the Historical Electronics Museum on Wednesday 10.  So if you’ve wondered what Dan/KA8YPY and I do at these monthly meetings, get to HEMARC’s site next month!  (There may be a tour of the museum before the business meeting.)

Nominating Committee: The nominating committee (the LARC Board of Directors) met in early Sept and has prepared “our” slate for next year.  Nominations will be open from the floor at both the Sept and Oct meetings.  Election at the October meeting.

Sept 2 15K race: This race went off as expected; a slightly modified course due to road construction; all communications were conducted on the 146.88 repeater; all communicators belonged to the PG ARES/RACES program, and most from LARC, too.  Because of this construction, the FEB marathon may be in jeopardy this year …  more info as soon as available.  The next race is Dec 30, same course.

FARFest is Sept 30 at the Bowie Baysox stadium, and the LARC will be doing the VE testing again.

Repeater:  Our repeater is on/off (depending on weather, for the time being) …  we’re also in the process of obtaining equipment (lightning arresters, duplexers, etc.)  Freqs to know are:  442.500 + for the club repeater, with a PL of 156.7 Hz.  Also, our simplex frequency for the 440 band is 445.975 … registered with TMARC for the LARC club.  When we go 100%, we’ll certainly get the word out!

Historic Committee:  Jim (I tagged along) made a presentation to the Historic Committee describing how we wanted to put a “skirt” around the bottom section of the tower to discourage climbers.  After a very brief discussion, it was approved and we left.  Jim went on to pitch in a softball double-header!

Technician License class:  The club is considering sponsoring a class for the Technician License again.  The class will begin in early October.  Pass the word, and tell folks to register with Pud/301-498-6293.  The class is FREE, and the NOW YOU’RE TALKING manual is text, available through the club.

RIVERFEST:  is fast approaching.  Circle October 13 (Saturday) on your calendar for this event.

Banquet:  We have decided on another great event at KAUFMAN’S; date is Dec 2 … details to follow. 

Amateur EXTRA:  This element (4) question pool will be revised next July, so if you’re planning to upgrade, might be nice to keep hitting the books before the re-write of the question pool.  We have the ARRL manuals available at the club-house, and all training manuals are available at SOMETHING SPECIAL COFFEE SHOP, 504 Main Street (they also serve a mean cup of coffee).  Also available is the new ARRL Net Directory ($5.00), good for two years.

73/PUD

MINUTES FOR AUGUST 2001

Laurel Amateur Radio Club

The meeting was called to order at 1935 by VP Jim, WI3N. Fifteen members were in attendance. Last month’s minutes were approved.

Treasurer Jerry, N3WSG, reported a balance of $1,672.51 on hand. This includes $643 for the repeater.

Our repeater is up and running with 442.500 MHz. Some discussion ensured about the quality of the signal and John, WB3GXW, described an antenna he was familiar with, a dedicated repeater antenna. A motion was made to replace the present antenna with the new one, an X500HNA dual band antenna for a price not to exceed $300. The motion was carried.

Another motion was made that the present slate of club officers, including the FAR representative, be constituted a nominating committee for officers for the coming year. Motion was carried. The committee’s report is due in September and a vote on the slate will be held in October.

Our own John Creel, WB3GXW, was introduced as the new Chairman of the National Conference of Volunteer Examiner Coordinators (NCVEC).

John Johnston, W3BE, a former FCC commissioner, was acknowledged for efforts in founding the VEC program. He is now a member of the Laurel leadership group and spoke highly of the Laurel VEC program. He also recognized the FCC’s support to us and indicated of the FCC goals is to provide 24/7 turnaround for calls and upgrades.

Look for the 147.225 repeater to be linked to the internet before long. John, WB3GXW, announced plans for linkage and said the schedule will be announced shortly.

Tom Abernethy, W3TOM, was introduced as the new ARRL Section Manager for Maryland and the District of Columbia. Tom brings a wealth of experience to amateur radio. Formerly, Emergency Coordinator for Charles County, he is a founding member of the Southern Maryland Amateur Radio Club. Tom has worked virtually modes of radio, including packet. During Desert Storm, scores of packet messages flowed through his bulletin board. He is a retired District of Columbia law enforcement officer and is now active in professional communications in Prince William County, Virginia. He presented a number of ideas for future section activities, including calling an annual summit of Club presidents and vice presidents. He told us that the MD/DC Section Emergency Plan is being updated; a novice spectrum survey should be undertaken; and, PRB legislation should consider restrictive covenants and their effect on the amateur community. More information on MD/DC section activities is provided in the section web page at www.qsl.net/w3tom/.

The 50/50 this month had two prizes: Tom, W3TOM, donated a new ARRL Handbook that Jim, WI3N, won. John, WB3GXW, drew the winning ticket for $6.00.

Respectfully submitted,

Ed, KB3DVC

SPECIAL BOARD MEETING

Laurel Amateur Radio Club

The Board of Directors held a special meeting in September.  Present for the meeting were Pud, W3YD, Jim, WI3N, Jerry, N3WSG, and Ed, KB3DVC.  The primary purpose of the meeting was to recommend nominees to stand for election for the Board for next year.  This was accomplished and the Board’s nominees will be named at the October meeting.  At that time, other members may be nominated as well.  After the nominations close, a vote will be held.


The Board also approved the purchase of lightening arresters for the club antenna system, the funds of which are available in the treasury.

Finally, the Board voted to reimburse Pud, W3YD, $133.84 for expenses he incurred for the recent banquet for Roger, W3LM, and Bob, K3OH.  $50.00 was also approved for reimbursement for a $50.00 gift certificate Pud purchased for Fred Frederick for the use of his bucket truck.

Respectfully submitted,
ED, KB3DVC
WILDERNESS HIKE IN CANADA

 A friend and I recently completed a 53-mile wilderness hike near the Arctic Circle in Canada’s Northwest Territories, on the CANOL Heritage Trail. It is regarded as the most remote trail in Canada and is accessible only by charter aircraft from the town of Norman Wells, NWT. The Trail follows the route of the CANOL pipeline that the U.S. Army constructed in Canada during World War II. It was abandoned in 1945 and nature has reclaimed it, although there are WWII artifacts to be seen from time to time along the trail. The entire hiking trail is 222 miles long and extends in a northeasterly direction from the Yukon/NWT border to Norman Wells on the Mackenzie River.

We completed the hike in five days, from its beginning at Milepost 222 to Milepost 169 where there is a bush airstrip where we could be picked up. During this time, we met only one person. The trail offered a number of challenges including long climbs at altitude, numerous river crossings, and several washouts. In addition, we were tracked by a pack of howling wolves one day for about two hours. The next day involved walking through a thicket around numerous deposits of grizzly bear scat.

This was the most challenging physical effort either of us had ever made. Our backpacks were heavy to begin with (Jim’s was 65 pounds and mine 63 pounds). Since the area is isolated, we had to carry everything we would need. Next year we will return and hike another segment, this time 61 miles. 

For communications, we relied entirely on a Globalstar satellite telephone that worked perfectly every time. For navigation, we took 1:50,000 topographic maps, a compass and a Garmin Plus III GPS unit. The GPS told us exactly were we were at all times and gave us a great deal of peace of mind.

I took my 2 meter handheld transceiver with me, but was unable to raise anyone because of the vast distances involved. No one answered on simplex, and the nearest repeater was over 500 miles away. High frequency is the only way to go in the Arctic, and it is used everywhere up there.

In the high Arctic, where the latitude is in the 70s, the government has established huge, territorial parks and has placed shelters in them that are equipped with HF radios and other survival gear for use during emergencies.

Anyone interested in more information on the trail can go to: www.normanwells.com/attract/.

Ed, KB3DVC

Commentary on Jim Kasunic, KA3LPC, Repair Services 
"Pete Smith (by way of Pud Reaver, W3YD )" wrote: 

 Follows is an e-mail exploded to the PVRC ... I have no other information, except I looked the guy up in QRZ.  Don't know if he is strictly KENWOOD, or a general fixit guy ...  here is the address QRZ had for him ...  suggest if you need some maintenance you give him a call, and then your feedback would be appreciated, too. 

JAMES R. KASUNIC 
9419 HIGHLANDER CT 
WALKERSVILLE MD 21793 
USA 

73/PUD 
==================================== 
 [Comments on satisfactory service to Pete’s, N4ZR Kenwood followed]
[Comments by Dan KA8YPY below]
After i recieved this e-mail, I contacted Jim about working on My Yaesu FT-736R. Jim's first question was what type of radio it was, because he does not work on HT's. I explained to him that is was a VHF/UHF all mode rig that needed some adjustment, as I had bought it second hand and had never really looked at after I bought it. I explained to him that I would like to have a fine tooth comb run through it. 

Jim advised that he would do so and get back to me, but as this was April, he was starting to get busy and may take a couple of weeks. I took a nice scenic ride to Walkersville and dropped of the rig. Jim asked if there was anything wrong with it. I replied that the only thing I know of is that the up.down buttons on the mic don't work, but not a big concern as I sit in front of the rig anyway. Jim immediately advised that, that trouble was a blown IC that was known to go bad and if I wanted that option to work, the part was $65 from Yaesu. I wasn't worried about the problem, so did not worry about the fix. 

A month went by and no call, I called Jim and checked with him. He had found a bad pot while adjusting the 2m board and had ordered one from Yeasu, should be a couple of weeks. 

Another month and no call, Jim had replaced the pot and had everything adjusted, but when he put it on a service monitor and ran it for a while is would come out of alignment. So he was working on trying to locate that trouble. A couple of weeks later Jim called to say the rig was working and it was ready. The problem was several cold solder joints on the main board. 

The cost for all of this was $90 for three hours work at $30/hour. 

I would recommend him. 

Dan Blasberg 
KA8YPY 
  P.S. the up/down buttons work on the mic now too!!! 

  

 FAR Minutes
August 8, 2001

The meeting was called to order at 8:00 P.M. on August 8, 2001 at Columbia
Union College in Takoma Park, Maryland by President Mary Morris (N4TCI).

There were 16 representatives and one visitor representing 22 clubs. Those
in attendance
were:

Dan Blasberg        KA8YPY    Laurel ARC/GMRA
Hugh Katz      K3HU      Voice of America ARC
Jerry Gavin         NU3D      Maryland Mobileers ARC/BRATS
Bill Dobson         N3WD      Baltimore ARC/Hanover Area Hamming Assoc.
Jim Headrick        W3CP      Potomac Valley RC/Naval Research Lab ARC
Page Pyne      WA3EOP    Cheese Hollow ARS/ Antietam RA
Don Kirby      KR3A      Calvert ARC
Chip Weems          W4PBG          Historical Electronics Museum ARC
Joe Saunders        K3UAL          Capital City ARS/Metropolitan
                               Communications Network ARC
Colin Wiseman       N3UBI          Capital City ARS
Hugh Turnbull       W3ABC          Goddard ARC
Al Brown       KZ3AB          Antietam RA/Maryland Emergency Phone Net
Joe Handley         K3LLL          Maryland FM Association
John Elgin          WA3MNN    Maryland FM Association/T-MARC
Tim Titus      W1TRT          Columbia ARA/Historical Electronics Museum
ARC
Mary Morris         N4TCI          Mount Vernon ARC
William Hatfield         KB3GHJ    Visitor/Montgomery ARC

Secretary's Report: The minutes for July were not approved, as they were
not mailed.

Treasurer's Report: Tim Titus (W1TRT) presented the balance sheet to date,
it was accepted as presented.

Auto-Call - Dan Blasberg (KA8YPY) reported that between the BRATS Hamfest
and Winchester Hamfest, 18 subscription and 6 copies were sold.

Survivors' Assistance - There was no report.

Scholarship - Hugh Turnbull reported that all 67 candidates have received
their checks and that he is collecting bios for the November issue of
Auto-Call. The committee is in the process of getting ready for the next
year.

ARRL Report - There was no report.

F.A.R.Fest - Dan Blasberg (KA8YPY) reported that the next F.A.R.Fest
meeting would be held at the end of the regular meeting.

Old Business - In an effort to accommodate the member clubs that are not
close to local area, the Foundation will be holding several meetings per
year at other locations that are more convenient. The October meeting will
be held at the Historical Electronics Museum on Wednesday 10. The tentative
site for the February meeting will be at the Baltimore ARC clubhouse. The
Foundation is looking for alternative sites for the Virginia meeting.

Club Dues - There was a discussion on the floor for member clubs to pay
yearly dues. The fee discussed was $25 per club per year. Alternate methods
of payment were discussed to include support of various Foundation
activities to include volunteers for F.A.R.Fest, providing a table to FAR,
at a hamfest sponsored by a member club free of charge, or other support as
may be needed. It was requested that the current rule be published along
with a possible alternative to include the dues, please see the following:
[Articles considered for change omitted here]

New Business:

Bill Dobson asked for the floor and read the following: [Dobson read a long letter of complaint which is omitted here]

Announcements:
August 11-12   MD/DC QSO Party
September 30   F.A.R.Fest

Meeting adjourned at 8:55 P.M.

The next meeting will be held at 8:00 PM on Wednesday September 12, 2001 at
the Franconia Government Center in Alexandria, VA

                  Respectfully submitted,
                  Daniel C. Blasberg Jr.
                  KA8YPY
                  FAR Recording Secretary


Calendar

Oct 20

VE Exams
Laurel

Nov 17

VE Exams
Laurel

Hamfests 
23 Sept, Columbia ARA http://www.qsl.net/cara, West Friendship, MD

30 Sept Foundation for Amateur Radio (FARFEST),  http://www.amateurradio-far.org, Bowie, MD

13 Oct, 25th Annual Mid-Atlantic States VHF Conference, Mt. Airy VHF Radio Club
Http://www.ij.net/packrats/Hamrama%202001/Hama_01.html#Anchor-35593,  Trevose, PA
14 Oct, Hamarama 2001, Mt. Airy VHF Radio Club (Packrats), http://www.ij.net/packrats, Wrightstown, PA

 For a complete HAMFEST calendar go to (http://www.arrl.org/hamfests.html#listing) 

Selected Contests
CQ/RJ WW RTTY, Sep 29-30

ARCI Fall QSO Party, Sep 29-30

QCWA QSO Party, Oct 6-7

Pennsylvania QSO Party,  Oct 13-14

CQ Worldwide DX Contest, SSB, Oct 27-28

ARRL SS CW, Nov 3-5

ARRL SS Phone, Nov 17-19

CQ Worldwide DX Contest, CW, Nov 24-25

ARRL 160 Meter, Dec 7-9

ARRL 10 Meter, Dec 15-16

For a complete contest calendar go to (http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestcal.html)
























































































