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THE FEEDBACK

Volume 01  Issue 08                                                        August 2001

THE   AMATEUR   RADIO   NEWSLETTER

Laurel Amateur Radio Club, Inc.

PO Box 1259 Laurel, MD 20725-1259

http://www.larcmd.org
   email:  larc@larcmd.org

Meetings and Nets:

( 1st, 3rd, 5th Wednesdays:

On-the-air Net at 8:30pm on 147.225+ PL156.7 (no tone required during nets)

( 2nd Wednesday:

Informal/Social Gathering at 7:00pm – Tubby’s Restaurant; Rt. 198, 1 mile West of I-95

( 4th Wednesday:

Monthly Meeting at 7:30pm - The Woman’s Club of Laurel, 384 Main Street, Laurel

( Nightly:

Informal Net/Rag-Chew from 9-11pm on 147.540

Laurel Amateur Radio Club, Inc.

c/o Kevin Arber, W3DAD

PO Box 294

Savage, MD 20763


FIRST CLASS MAIL
Next Meeting:

Wednesday, August 22, 7:30pm

384 Main Street 

aka:  Laurel Woman’s Club




THE LAUREL AMATEUR RADIO CLUB

Officers:


President:
Pud Reaver
W3YD
301-498-6293
w3yd@arrl.net


Vice-President:
Jim Cross
WI3N
301-725-6829
jcross3@juno.com

Secretary:
Ed Rummel
KB3DVC
301-422-6963
erummel@worldnet.att.net


Treasurer:
Jerry Siegel
N3WSG
301-937-1174
7447.1137@compuserve.com

Other LARC Positions and Contacts:


FAR Representatives:
Dan Blasberg
KA8YPY
301-345-7381
blasberg@bellatlantic.net


Laurel VEC:
Diane Cooperman
AA3OF
301-206-2420
aa3of@erols.com


LARC VE Testing:
John Creel
WB3GXW
301-572-5124
wb3gxw@arrl.net


AutoCall Reporter:
Ed Rummel
KB3DVC
301-422-6963
erummel@worldnet.att.net

T-MARC/D-MARC Rep:






Public Information Officer:
Pud Reaver
W3YD
301-498-6293
w3yd@arrl.net


Youth Programs:
Mark Doore
K3RAM
301-572-2385
k3ram@arrl.net


Education and Training:
Pud Reaver
W3YD
301-498-6293
w3yd@arrl.net


Technical Specialist:
Kevin Arber
W3DAD
301-725-0038
w3dad@amsat.org


ARES/RACES  Coordinators:
Jim Cross
WI3N
301-725-6829
jcross3@juno.com


Official Emergency Station:
Pat Gormley
KK3F
301-864-4694



Official Bulletin Station:
John Creel
WB3GXW
301-572-5124
wb3gxw@arrl.net


Official Bulletin Station: 
Pud Reaver
W3YD
301-498-6293
w3yd@arrl.net

Official Bulletin Station:
Al Brown
KZ3AB
301-490-3188
kz3ab@arrl.net


Official Relay Station:
Pat Gormley
KK3F
301-864-4694



Official Relay Station: 
Pud Reaver
W3YD
301-498-6293
w3yd@arrl.net

LARC Special Interest Groups and Mentors:


Antennas:
Kevin Arber
W3DAD
301-725-0038
w3dad@amsat.org


Packet Radio/APRS:
Mark Doore
K3RAM
301-572-2385
k3ram@arrl.net


Repeaters:
John Creel
WB3GXW
301-572-5124
wb3gxw@arrl.net


Satellite/EME:

ARRL Field Organization:


 Atlantic Division Director:
Bernie Fuller
N3EFN
814-763-1529
w3efn@arrl.org


Atlantic Division Vice Director:
William C. Edgar
N3LLR
814-362-1250
n3llr@arrl.org


MD/DC Section Manager:
Tom Abernethy
W3TOM
703-792-6270
w3tom@arrl.org

MD/DC Asst Section Manager:
Jerry Gavin
NU3D
410-761-1423
k2ilq@aol.com


MD/DC Emergency Coord:
Mike Carr
WA1QAA
410-799-0403
bamcc@erols.com


Affiliated Club Coordinator:
Tony Young
WA3YLO
301-262-1917
tonyy@juno.com

MDC Section Bulletin Manager
Al Brown
KZ3AB
301-490-3188
kz3ab@arrl.net

Items to be published in The Feedback should be submitted by the second Wednesday of the month.  Email submissions may be made to w3dad@amsat.org

The Feedback is published monthly as the newsletter of the Laurel Amateur Radio Club, Inc.

Permission is granted to reprint from this publication provided credit is given.

     Editor:  Kevin Arber, W3DAD 301-725-0038 w3dad@amsat.org

Publisher: Dan Blasberg, KA8YPY 301-345-7381 daniel.c.blasberg.jr@verizon.com

Editor’s Bit

Welcome to the August issue of FEEDBACK.  Deadlines for FEEDBACK are the second Wednesday, September 12.  I was on vacation during the August FEEDBACK work-up, thanks to Pud for filling in.

Kevin/W3DAD

PRESIDENT’S RAMBLINGS
Lots to say, and not enough space …  Kevin (editor) has been on vacation, and Dan (publisher) is now on vacation, so Pud is stepping in .. Now I see why Kevin is always pleading for input .. anything welcome!

Rams Head: About 25 members and guests showed up to thank Bob/K3OH for his twelve years in the VEC barrel, and to say good-bye to Roger/W3LM who is moving to CLERMONT, FL at the end of the month.  A good time was had by all, as they say, and the food/beverages were excellent!

MD/DC QSO Party:  excellent diary of the weekend by Jim/WI3N (with Laurel, his WYF) elsewhere in this FEEDBACK.  [Wives used to be XYL’s;  (you dated your gal, your YL ‘young lady’, then you married her, and she became your ex-YL);  now, to be more politically correct, she is your WYF] …  bummer is that we thought we had worked all 25 districts in MDC-land (would have been the first to do so) but we missed Allegany  .. will know better next year!)  Thanks to HD for doing the paperwork/scoring for this year … we posted 43248 points, subject to Antietam’s validation of our log sheet.

Amateur EXTRA:  This element (4) question pool will be revised next July, so if you’re planning to upgrade, might be nice to keep hitting the books before the re-write of the question pool.  We have the ARRL manuals available at the club-house, and all training manuals are available at SOMETHING SPECIAL COFFEE SHOP, 504 Main Street (they also serve a mean cup of coffee).  Also added to our library is the new ARRL Net Directory ($5.00), good for two years.

Sept 2 15K race:  See Jim’s ARES article elsewhere in FEEDBACK, but please mark this on your calendar …  we will support the ARES effort …  note the time is 1700, vice the usual 1800, and that a new course has been added to this “fun-filled” event!

FARFest is Sept 30, and the LARC will be doing our VE testing again.

Repeater:  We finally got the 64-foot tower, with HF and VHF beams, and a dual-band vertical, up at the shack, and they worked fantastically during the QSO party.  Tnx to all who helped.  Our repeater is on/off (depending on weather, for the time being)..Freqs to know are:  442.500 + for the club repeater, and 444.250 + for WB3GXW’s repeater.  Both have a PL of 156.7 Hz.  Also, our simplex frequency for the 440 band is 445.975 … registered with TMARC for the LARC club.

Program/meeting:  Tom Abernethy/W3TOM, the newly elected Section Manager for MD/DC, will be our featured guest the meeting this Wednesday.   Come on down and meet Tom, and hear/ask what his plans are for the next few years for our section.

Web-site:  there has been some lethargy regarding our website for the past few months, and now Mark/K3RAM, has agreed to manage the site.  Send Mark anything you think would be of interest, and he will post it … also, check the site often  (currently, there are many pictures of the antenna party).  You can also find a current roster, the latest FEEDBACK, and soon, the minutes will be posted.  All comments and suggestions for the site are welcome.

Technician License class:  The club is considering sponsoring a class for the Technician License again.  The class will begin in early October.  Pass the word, and tell folks to register with Pud/301-498-6293.  The class is FREE, and the NOW YOU’RE TALKING manual is text, available through the club.

RIVERFEST:  is fast approaching.  Circle October 13 (Saturday) on your calendar for this event.

Banquet:  We have decided on another great event at KAUFMAN’S; date is Dec 2 … details to follow. 

WB3GXW:  And, finally, see John’s report of the recent VEC meeting in Gettysburg, where, by the way, John was elected National Chairman for this group for the following year.  Congratulations, John!
MINUTES FOR JULY 2001

Laurel Amateur Radio Club


Vice President Jim, WI3N called the meeting to order at 1930.  Eleven members were in attendance.  We were also fortunate to have a number of guests, including James Stapko, KB3DVN, James Sharp, N5NXS, Brian Crenshaw, KB3FPA, William Hatfield, KB3GHJ, John Stapko, KB3DVN, and Thomas Sinnott, N2SRZ.  VP Jim  extended a warm welcome to each of our guests.  This was followed by a brief history of our Club and by an explanation of some of the activities in which the Club participates.  Dan, KA8YPY provided them with an overview of the Foundation for Amateur Radio and of AutoCall.


The Minutes of our June meeting incorrectly stated that both Bob, K3OH, and Roger, W3LM were leaving us.  Bob is staying and Roger is leaving.  We will still miss you, though, Roger.  With this correction, the June minutes were approved.


 Our Treasurer, Jerry, N3WSG stated we had a bank balance of $1,382.91, of which some $125.00 was designated for our new repeater.


In connection with the repeater, VP Jim advised a technical committee had been formed to get it up and running.  These committee members are Dan, KA8YPY, Kevin, WV3D, and James, N5XNS.  It is anticipated an administrative group will be formed subsequently to handle the non-technical side of repeater operation.


A reminder of the semi-social in honor of Bob, K3OH and Roger, W3LM:  It will be held at the Ram’s Head Pub in Savage Mill on August 5.


There will be no meeting in November.  The meeting that would have been held in November will be combined with the December meeting.

Respectfully submitted,

Ed Rummel, KB3DVC

Secretary

Maryland-DC QSO Party Odyssey

Jim/WI3N and Laurel/WYF


We’ve worked it before with the club and had a blast. Laurel (the wife, not the club or the city) said why don’t we drive around and do the QSO Party? It would be a nice break in our rarely dull or boring routine. So we booked a room in Frostburg back in April. Probably the most advance planning we’ve done in a long time. Good thing too, because by the time we got there at 10:30 Friday nite, all the rooms in the entire area were gone. I wondered if it was all hams getting ready to go mobile the next day.


Late Friday afternoon found me running around getting binding posts for the car battery so I could hook up my #14 three wire Romex cable and run it through the door into the passenger side. A trip to Radio Shack secured the fuses (remember the Tech Course where you put a fuse at each battery terminal?). I screwed the bracket of the old ICOM IC-228H to a piece of 2x4, put it on the hump and jammed it under the seat. Not very elegant but the angle was good for tuning. Naturally the light behind the display was burned out so I used the car ceiling light to change frequencies at night. 


Saturday morning we drove to Keysers Ridge in Garrett County to begin the contest. Worked some mobiles and heard HD working the mobiles from Finzel. Then heard WA3EOP/Page in Allegheny County work HD and take a message for me. Headed through the western counties working locals and mobiles. There was supposedly a small hotbed of contacts around the area of the sponsoring Antietam Radio Club’s territory around Hagerstown, but I worked very few of them. Finally made the first contact with the Laurel Club as we pulled into Frederick County. Dang, why isn’t there anyone on in the counties working this contest?  Fortunately Matt/N3JMK was mobile in Frederick and Carroll Counties so we picked up the multipliers for those counties. Drove on Rt 26 hoping to work people/clubs in Westminster area, but nothing heard there. Down through Howard County then I-95 to Montgomery County. From there into Washington, DC where we kept getting detoured by police blocking the road because of high water. Finally made our way out of DC, down through Prince George’s, then Charles, then St Mary’s. Worked the club from all of them and some other contacts too. Went up through Calvert Co. then into Anne Arundel. Had dinner at the Edgewater Restaurant on HD’s recommendation. Their broiled jumbo lump crabcakes are as good as you’ll find anywhere. Then on up through Anne Arundel into Baltimore City and Baltimore County making contact with the club in each county. Worked a ham I knew from the 60’s in Baltimore County and on down I-95. Caught Dan/KA8YPY & Sue/N3QYX on I-95. As I turned onto Rt 216 toward Laurel, gave one last call on 146.52 and worked ALØM as he headed down I-95 to NC. 


We left Laurel (the city, not the wife) at the crack of 9:30 am Sunday morning and headed for Salisbury to begin the second leg of the adventure. Caught HD at the club on an overpass for the Wicomico contact then headed for Somerset where we worked him again. I figured I didn’t drive a hundred plus miles not to get some multipliers so I called on a Salisbury repeater. KB3CSW came back and very graciously moved to simplex so I could get a Worcester Co multiplier. Then we picked up several in Somerset, including a husband and wife team with daughter driving. K4MUT had a good strategy of working 2M and also HF on CW for those extra points. I’m looking forward to the point tallies being published. 


Drove all around Worcester Co trying to work the club. Even drove down E. Ridge Road thinking there may be some high point. After a while Laurel suggested that we’d do better jacking up the car for height. Anyway, we finally worked our way out of Worcester Co. and made club and other contacts in Dorchester and Talbot. Worked the club in Caroline Co. but no one in the county. Tried a local repeater but couldn’t roust anyone. Nailed the club after crossing the bridge into Queen Anne’s Co on Rt 404. We also got them in Kent just as we crossed into it. We had in and out conversation as we drove through the county toward Cecil. The beam width on the Cushcraft stacked beam is very, very narrow. We’d drive out of it in a few miles. We kept a constant stream of chatter (also changed frequencies occasionally trying to raise multipliers) so HD could keep us in the beam path. Tension was mounting. Would we make contact in Cecil Co.? We made contact as we entered Cecil County and climbed a hill, and then had very spotty conversation on the way to Elkton. Gassed up in Elkton at the slowest pump I’ve ever seen and then headed down Rt 40 for Harford Co. Picked up the club on Rt 40 and made the Harford contact after crossing the Sesquehanna River Bridge. Called around on 52 and picked up a multiplier for Harford. Coming down I-95 I suggested to HD that he call the Salisbury repeater and try to find someone to go simplex and work him. Sure enough, KB3CSW, who I worked as we started out was kind enough to go to 146.55 and give HD the exchange. That gave the club all 25 multipliers and we did it on 45 watts on the beam on 2M. What a fingernail biting ending. That finally ended the use of the 2M beam and HD turned over the HF beam to Bob/K3OH and Toby/KB3BWR who promptly got on 20M and ran a bunch of states for multipliers during the last hour of the contest. 


I think we sacrificed a large point total by using the beam to do a clean sweep of the counties and two cities. In my mind it was a worthy trade off. Laurel and I topped off the weekend with dinner at Don Pablo’s with HD, Toby/KB3BWR, and Jerry/N3WSG. It was a great experience and just a lot of fun for us. We worked the club with our 45 watts and their 45 watts on 2M from 21 of the 25 counties/cities. Drove 940 miles altogether and saw some great towns and countryside throughout Maryland. Got some ideas for next year . . . . . . . . . 

ARES/RACES

ARES/RACES is still plugging along for the summer. There is a net on the 146.61 machine on Tuesday nights for announcements and traffic handling training. We’re passing around the net control job so that lots of people get experience at it. Everyone is welcome to participate even if you’re not an ARES/RACES member. 


It appears that our Director, Reggie Parks, will shortly be getting some 50 ohm hardline donated to the EOC so we can begin getting up some antennas. Things are looking up there. 


Our regular meeting is on the 4th Tuesday at the Fire Service Building. 


Finally, mark your calendars for September 2, 5 PM. That is the beginning of a DC Roadrunners 15 km race through the ag center. There will also be a 3 km run walk around the Greenbelt Lake where we’ll need a couple of ops. This is an ARES function but I’m hoping that lots of LARCers will turn out. There may be some course changes as there is a bridge out. More as it develops.

Jim/WI3N

Prince George’s EC/RO

Minutes, NCVEC MEETING 

(Note …  some portions edited by PUD … complete file available from W3YD or WB3GXW)

Minutes of the NCVEC meeting, Friday, July 27, 2001.

The meeting was called to order at 8:04 AM EDT by the Chairman of the NCVEC for 2000/1, Win Guin.  He welcomed everyone to the conference and asked for introductions around the room.  He reported that Gordon West had meant to attend, but a Boy Scout outing interfered, and that Pete Trotter of Master Publishing

could not come, but did provide pastries for the Conference.  A motion was passed to approve the Minutes of the previous conference.

The Chairman of the Question Pool Committee, Scotty Neustadter, gave the QPC's report.  He said that all pools were in good shape:  Only one question in the General pool has been locked out and the Extra question pool is currently in revision and on schedule for release to the general public by December 1, 2001,

to be made effective July 1, 2002.

Johnny Johnston, a Director of the Quarter Century Wireless Association, praised the QPC's work.  He positively asserted that today's question pool questions are not "dumbed down"; they are far superior to the ones the FCC was able to develop in years past. (SOME COMMENTS OMITTED)

[[ PARAGRAPH RE: ITU/CW OMITTED… ]]

Next, the Custodian of Instructions, Michele Cimbala, discussed the revisions to telegraphy test recommendations that were circulated and approved by E-mail since the last NCVEC meeting. Many VECs then discussed recommendations for Standardization" of code tests--how to avoid candidates "shopping" for easier code

tests.  A motion was passed to defer discussion on this topic until after her report.  She then presented other proposed minor revisions to the Instructions and changes to sections that required action, mainly due to the FCC rules change for expense reimbursement.  She will send E-mail to all VECs outlining the changes and will expect a response from each by the end of August.

[[SEVERAL PARA GRAPHS OMITTED]]

After lunch, those FCC persons in attendance each gave a brief report and answered questions:

Bill Cross was first, [[ed: response to question about testing in remote regions, such as Alaska]] and he gave a general response to Jim Wiley's concerns.  Bill said that requests have been made in the past to the FCC to decrease the number of examiners.  The statute allowing amateur exams to be given by amateurs requires that the administering examiner(s) hold a higher class of amateur license than the one being administered, except for the highest class of license, Extra.  However, the statute does not require multiple examiners; the "three VE" rule was written into Part 97 when the VEC system was created and was specifically requested by the

amateur community.  He noted that VEs perform more functions than simply administering exams:  They also verify the applicant's ID, ensure that the application is filled out properly, grade the exams and submit the paperwork to the VEC.  He pointed out that a change to the rules to allow non-amateurs to give amateur exams would require a statute change (meaning Congressional action),

but only a Part 97 rulemaking change would be required to allow a different number of examiners to be used.  In conclusion, he cautioned that it would be difficult for the FCC to administer different VE systems for different areas of the country.

Riley Hollingsworth spoke next, saying that FCC enforcement of the rules is here to stay; [[ ed note:  yada, yada, yada …  ]]

Steve Linn took the podium to say that ULS is working very well; [[ rest of para deleted … available from GXW or YD ]]

[[[  ULS DISCUSSION DELETED … ed ]]]

Bill Cross then conducted a general question-and-answer session:

Q:  Several VECs asked:  Could a "P" instead of a "T" be kept in the FCC database to help identify renewing Technicians who had passed a code test? 

A:  Sometimes what VECs want and need from the FCC's database

can't readily be accomplished due to OMB or regulatory

restrictions  [[ rest of answer deleted ]]

Q:  Several VECs asked:  What is the status of the several

outstanding rule change petitions for frequency (re)allocations?

A:  Since there is no person at the FCC who works full-time on

amateur matters, the FCC's preference would be to handle all the

requests in one proceeding affecting all bands.  Consideration of

these items is still pending.

Q:  Gordon Girton asked:  Can the VECs get a new "code" for

license applications which change the applicant's first name?

A:  Judy Dunlap said her office would look at it and send back a

proposal via E-mail.

Q:  R. C. Smith asked:  What is the proper procedure for changing

a first and last name on a license application?

A:  Judy Dunlap said that if the change comes via an online,

password-protected request from the licensee, the change would be

unquestioned, but if it comes through a batch process, the first

name would be checked against the database for integrity.  Since

this could sometimes cause a problem, special requests such as

this case should be phoned into Gettysburg.

Q:  Kay Craigie asked:  How responsive would the FCC be to Part

97 changes at this point in time, considering that WARC 2003 will

be held in the near future?

A:  Bill Cross said:  Action from WARC 2003 will eventually

result in licensing changes, so any change to the Part 97 rules

would have no direct relationship to WARC changes and would be

processed in the normal manner.

When all questions were answered and the FCC personnel had

departed, Jim Wiley asked the Conference if the VECs should

reinstitute the "Tech Plus" database they had maintained in the

past.  Scotty Neustadter said that differentiating between

Technicians with and without code credit is an enforcement

problem and isn't strictly a VEC concern.  The general consensus

was that creating, maintaining and distributing a "Tech Plus"

database is not worthwhile at this time.

Jim Wiley's disussion of testing in remote areas was taken up

again.  He asked the VECs if they could agree upon a way to allow

testing in a remote manner, say, to allow a trusted non-VE at a

remote exam location to positively identify the applicant and

"proctor" the exam to ensure that no cheating would take place. 

After many minutes of discussion, Jim made motion (seconded by R.

C. Smith) to have NCVEC form a committee to investigate "if" and

"how" to accomplish remote testing, and that the committee would

have ARRL and W5YI representation.  The motion carried; For: 11;

Against: 0; Abstain: 1 (ARRL).  The committee will keep all VECs

informed of progress by E-mail.

Fred Maia then presented a five-year report on the license

renewal program.  [[ comments available from GXW or YD]]

R.C. Smith then presented an award to Ray Adams on behalf of the

Conference.  Ray was recognized for giving 14 years of

outstanding service as Chairman of the QPC.  He received a

standing ovation from all attendees.

As the last action of the Conference, Win Guin conducted the

election of NCVEC officers for 2001/2.  All the following

officers were elected unanimously:

Custodian of Instructions:  Michele Cimbala

Assistant Custodian:  Gene Wright

Chairman of NCVEC:  John Creel  (he agreed to serve if elected,

but only if assisted by someone with Chairman experience)

Vice-chairman of NCVEC:  Win Guin (who agreed to help John Creel)

The meeting was adjourned at 3:58 PM.

Calendar

September

Sept 15

VE Exams
Laurel

Hamfests 
15-16 Sept, York Hamfest Foundation http://yorkhamfest.org, York, PA

23 Sept, Columbia ARA http://www.qsl.net/cara, West Friendship, MD

30 Sept Foundation for Amateur Radio (FARFEST),  http://www.amateurradio-far.org, Bowie, MD

14 Oct, Hamarama 2001 Mt. Airy VHF Radio Club (Packrats), Wrightstown, PA

For a complete HAMFEST calendar go to (http://www.arrl.org/hamfests.html#listing) 

Selected Contest
ARRL September VHF QSO Party; Sept 8 & 9

ARRL SS CW, Nov 3-5

ARRL SS Phone, Nov 17-19

For a complete contest calendar go to (http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestcal.html)
























































































