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THE FEEDBACK

Volume 01  Issue 05
May 2001

THE   AMATEUR   RADIO   NEWSLETTER

Laurel Amateur Radio Club, Inc.

PO Box 1259Laurel, MD 20725-1259

http://www.larcmd.org
   email:  larc@larcmd.org

Meetings and Nets:

( 1st, 3rd, 5th Wednesdays:

On-the-air Net at 8:30pm on 147.225+ PL156.7 (no tone required during nets)

( 2nd Wednesday:

Informal/Social Gathering at 7:00pm – Tubby’s Restaurant; Rt. 198, 1 mile West of I-95

( 4th Wednesday:

Monthly Meeting at 7:30pm - The Woman’s Club of Laurel, 384 Main Street, Laurel

( Nightly:

Informal Net/Rag-Chew from 9-11pm on 147.540

Laurel Amateur Radio Club, Inc.

c/o Kevin Arber, W3DAD

PO Box 294

Savage, MD 20763


FIRST CLASS MAIL
Next Meeting:

Wednesday, May 23, 7:30pm




THE LAUREL AMATEUR RADIO CLUB

Officers:


President:
Pud Reaver
W3YD
301-498-6293
w3yd@arrl.net


Vice-President:
Jim Cross
WI3N
301-725-6829
jcross3@juno.com

Secretary:
Ed Rummel
KB3DVC
301-422-6963
erummel@worldnet.att.net


Treasurer:
Jerry Siegel
N3WSG
301-937-1174
7447.1137@compuserve.com

Other LARC Positions and Contacts:


FAR Representatives:
Dan Blasberg
KA8YPY
301-345-7381
blasberg@bellatlantic.net


Laurel VEC:
Bob Busch
WB3KXJ
301-317-7819
rbusch@erols.com


LARC VE Testing:
John Creel
WB3GXW
301-572-5124
wb3gxw@arrl.net


AutoCall Reporter:
Ed Rummel
KB3DVC
301-422-6963
erummel@worldnet.att.net

T-MARC/D-MARC Rep:






Public Information Officer:
Pud Reaver
W3YD
301-498-6293
w3yd@arrl.net


Youth Programs:
Mark Doore
K3RAM
301-572-2385
k3ram@arrl.net


Education and Training:
Pud Reaver
W3YD
301-498-6293
w3yd@arrl.net


Technical Specialist:
Kevin Arber
W3DAD
301-725-0038
w3dad@amsat.org


ARES/RACES  Coordinators:
Jim Cross
WI3N
301-725-6829
jcross3@juno.com


Official Emergency Station:
Pat Gormley
KK3F
301-864-4694



Official Bulletin Station:
John Creel
WB3GXW
301-572-5124
wb3gxw@arrl.net


Official Bulletin Station: 
Pud Reaver
W3YD
301-498-6293
w3yd@arrl.net

Official Bulletin Station:
Al Brown
KZ3AB
301-490-3188
kz3ab@arrl.net


Official Relay Station:
Pat Gormley
KK3F
301-864-4694



Official Relay Station: 
Pud Reaver
W3YD
301-498-6293
w3yd@arrl.net

LARC Special Interest Groups and Mentors:


Antennas:
Kevin Arber
W3DAD
301-725-0038
w3dad@amsat.org


Packet Radio/APRS:
Mark Doore
K3RAM
301-572-2385
k3ram@arrl.net


Repeaters:
John Creel
WB3GXW
301-572-5124
wb3gxw@arrl.net


Satellite/EME:

ARRL Field Organization:


 Atlantic Division Director:
Bernie Fuller
N3EFN
814-763-1529
w3efn@arrl.org


Atlantic Division Vice Director:
William C. Edgar
N3LLR
814-362-1250
n3llr@arrl.org


MD/DC Section Manager:
Bill Howard
WB3V
410-551-6775
wb3v@erols.com

MD/DC Asst Section Manager:
Jerry Gavin
NU3D
410-761-1423
k2ilq@aol.com


MD/DC Emergency Coord:
Mike Carr
WA1QAA
410-799-0403
bamcc@erols.com


Affiliated Club Coordinator:
Tony Young
WA3YLO
301-262-1917
tonyy@juno.com

MDC Section Bulletin Manager
Al Brown
KZ3AB
301-490-3188
kz3ab@arrl.net

Items to be published in The Feedback should be submitted by the second Wednesday of the month.  Email submissions may be made to w3dad@amsat.org

The Feedback is published monthly as the newsletter of the Laurel Amateur Radio Club, Inc.

Permission is granted to reprint from this publication provided credit is given.

     Editor:  Kevin Arber, W3DAD 301-725-0038 w3dad@amsat.org

Publisher: Dan Blasberg, KA8YPY 301-345-7381 daniel.c.blasberg.jr@verizon.com

Editor’s Bit

Welcome to the April issue of FEEDBACK.  Deadlines for FEEDBACK are the second Wednesday, June 13. 

FEEDBACK is still looking for input from club members.  Think about contributing an item.  Your experience with new equipment, or a technical or operational article would be welcome.  Notice some extra white space in this issue?  It was reserved for an article from you!

Please note that the club has a new mailing address which is: PO Box 1259, Laurel, MD 20725-1259


Some changes and or additions for your club roster:

N3GXA John Menard
N3OYN Patty Menard
1272 Lavall Drive
Davidsonville, MD 21035-1134
LL:(410)451-0821

George Pynn W3PPB
11807 Macon Street
Beltsville, MD 20705

Kevin/W3DAD

President's Ramblings

BASICS I SKYWARN CLASS: This class is essential for becoming a Skywarn Spotter. It is a 3-hour class that covers the basics of how Skywarn and the National Weather Service operate, what you need to report and how, and how to spot severe thunderstorms and tornadoes. This class is a pre-requisite for all other classes.  Saturday, June 9th 9:00AM-Noon at Rockville, MD. Register with Lui Ong at 240-777-2300 or e-mail: oem@co.mo.md.us.  (Pud note: those who have taken SKYWARN classes come away with nothing but rave reports about the information and the instructors … it might be worth three hours on Saturday, the 9th)

JULY 4 (7th): Jim and I have had several meetings with the July 4 (7th) committee. The only new news is that, in case of really inclement weather, the only thing that will be moved to Sunday (8th) is the Fireworks, and any vendors who want to come back.  Parade will be scotched.

ARRL: If you are a member of ARRL, and have an e-mail account, I recommend you go to the members’ page, and give them your e-mail address.  Mine is w3yd@arrl.net.  (my real address is preaver@erols.com.) The ARRL computer just accepts any traffic, and forwards it to erols.com.  In case I change my primary provider (erols) … I don’t have to tell anyone except the ARRL’s handler … the @arrl.net stays the same … they know how to redirect my messages … sometimes saves some confusion, especially for hams!

HEMARC:  Our last meeting was held at the Historic Electronic Museum ARC.  The business session was short, and then we were treated to a tour of the museum, led by our own WR3X/Les.

Les compressed a four-day tour into about 2 hours. Les also showed a down-load from the ARRL that deals with the RFI Safety regulations now in effect.  (The booklet is also available directly from the FCC site, I’m told.)  Kevin/W3DAD and Jim have agreed this will be an excellent program for an upcoming meeting … stay tuned!  (It’s an FCC regulation, by the way.)

AA3OF/Diane Cooperman has now officially replaced Bob Busch/K3OH/ex-WB3KXJ as the Laurel Volunteer Examiner Coordinator.  And, so far, she hasn’t fired Michele/WK3X or John/WB3GXW, who have both been working as long as Bob.  Bob saw us through the transition/upgrade several years ago, and has been a “voice” at the annual FCC/VEC meetings. LARC certainly congratulates him for his fortitude, and appreciates his dedication for his ten+ years of effort.  And, we wish Diane, and her crew, sustained success in this program.

Summer Social: LARC plans to have a pay-as-you-go “summer social” on Aug 5 at 2p.m.  We are currently looking at the RAM’S HEAD, a “new joint” in the Savage Mill.  Local reviews say they have good sandwiches, some good micro-brew, and are reasonably priced. We ‘may’ take advantage of this gathering to thank Bob for his “good and faithful” VEC service (which many of us used, by the way), and also to say “good-bye” to Roger/W3LM and wyf Shirley (xyl is “out”), who are moving to Clearmont, FL by Sep … currently their new house is under construction, and is on schedule. 

Montpelier Arts and Crafts Festival, which we supported on May 6, was a great success, from LARC’s perspective. We were there from 0800 – noon; no fights, and very little traffic problems. Without giving call signs: Matt was on the road; HD and Pud handled the bottom of the gravel lane; Joe was at the top of the hill; Jim was on the field placing the major exhibitors; Toby and Alan had their hands full shadowing Diane and Chris; and Charles was patrolling, looking for problem areas.  Thanks, guys … good show!

FAR is considering implementing yearly club dues of $25.00.  This is not a revenue-producing action, but is meant to motivate some clubs to get more active.  (Currently, you pay $25, and are a member for life, and some clubs and their members probably don’t even know or care about FAR activities.)  I think most clubs at the last meeting supported this move, certainly LARC does, and there will be more on this topic at the next several FAR meetings. FAR is also considering moving their meetings to other venues, to encourage some of the “outliers” to participate … you only have to attend one meeting per year to stay current.

Also, FAR is raising the yearly subscription rate to $10, effective June 1.  If you want to get in on the current $8/yr rate, now is the time to make your move.  Current copies are $1.00 @.

Special Event: LARC hasn’t done one in several years.  However, next year is “ACE”: it is the 100th anniversary of the Laurel Volunteer Fire Department, the 50th anniversary of the Laurel Volunteer Rescue Squad, and the 25th anniversary of Laurel’s July 4th celebration.  Put your brain in gear … how can we help celebrate these events … and from where?

73/PUD

ARES/RACES


April was a busy month for the Prince George’s County ARES/RACES group. There was a Commex on the second Tuesday. As usual we operated with our antennas propped against the wall as we participated in the Central Region Net on 147.105, had a couple operators check in to the HF net on 3.920, and ran a net control to see how many operators could hit the linked 440 repeaters. 


At our regular fourth Tuesday meeting at the Fire Service Building, Pud/W3YD gave a very interesting talk on traffic handling. He explained the message format and defined some of the terms. For instance, at the last Commex he had sent me a piece of traffic through the HF net as a priority traffic. He wanted me to know that his 2M rig didn’t work and he wouldn’t be able to work the local net. He said that by using the precedence priority that insured that the message would be sent to me in a timely manner. It’s interesting that MEMA doesn’t exactly follow the ARRL format. 


On April 22, HD/K3HDM, Dave/KB3EFS, Brendan/KB3EDH, and I journeyed to Oxon Hill for the 5 Mile MS Walk along the Henson Creek Trail. We were at our stations by 0800. Brendan was by the creek that ran under Indian Head Highway. I generally had to relay for him to NCS. A crossband operation from that hole would have been great. Brendan had to call in medical assistance for a teen walker who had an allergic reaction that caused a breathing problem.


On April 28, about 12 of us helped out with the Christmas in April operation by traveling around to the various sites (there were 102) and making sure that everything was ok. We learned that 5W isn’t quite enough to consistently hit the 147.150 repeater from Capitol Heights. The 146.61 got noisy, so we split the county in half, with the northern half using the 145.23 CMARC repeater and the southern half using the 147.15 SMARC repeater. We had a relay station to help out, too. Our NCS at the Mona Electric Building in Clinton probably could have used a portable yagi antenna to boost its operation.


Our antennas and feedling won’t be ordered until after the July 1 fiscal year begins. We’re putting together our parts list for them. 


During the May Commex we connected through the NIH packet node with MEMA, Carroll County, and Anne Arundel County. Thanks to Dave/KB3EFS for setting up a portable unit and getting us on the air to participate.  


The hats are in!!! Come out to a meeting (next one is May 22) and pick one up. We are hoping to have a speaker from the Army MARS group.


73 de Jim/WI3N,  Prince George’s County EC/RO

APRS/Packet Demonstration


On May 5 at the club shack, Mark/K3RAM put on an aprs demonstration. He had two computers running with a projector that could put the computer screen on the wall. There were about 15 people who showed up. Mark described the way the system worked and showed how it is hooked up. He then talked about some of the uses of aprs. With small relatively inexpensive kits ($25) that link gps to the radio, one can be tracked via the radio or on the internet. For instance, if I have a tracker in my car, my wife can go to a website and check to see where I am. Wait a minute, is that necessarily a good thing? Anyway, something like this would be real helpful for a four wheel drive operation or during some emergency operations. Perhaps in the near future, we could do a club build project and put together some of the trackers.


As an added bonus, Matt/N3JMK set up his atv system. We followed him as he drove down Main Street and around the area. We used the 440 part of the dual band antenna we’ve temporarily installed on top of the club shack for the atv test. Next test we’ll try an antenna with some gain to see what the range is. 


We’ll be using packet radio for the parade at the Main Street Festival and the 4th of July. The plan is to line up the parade, type the final line-up into the computer, send the packet on 440 to a mailbox at the club station, then download the line-up and print it out at the reviewing stand. Eventually we’ll be passing packet traffic between the club shack, hospital, EOC and other sites. I found out that Anne Arundel ARES has had some packet training by setting up stations in one room using HT’s and rubber duckies and letting the members practice sending traffic. I see that on the horizon for us as a next step.

Laurel 5K Run/Walk on Saturday June 2

We have again been asked to support the Annual Laurel 5K Run/Walk on Saturday, June 2 – this is the 6th year.  We need 12-15 operators on the course by 7:30am and are wrapped up by 9:30am.  A few operators will be needed at 6:30am for NetCon setup and shadowing of a couple of key intersections.  The event starts and finishes at Pallotti Day Care/High School which is on Montgomery Street between 8th and 9th Streets.  The 6:30 crew can come and park there, the 7:30 crew can call in on 147.540 and proceed directly to their assigned location or stop by early for a donut and coffee.  Hope to see lots of folks there!  73, Mark/K3RAM (mark@doore.net, 301-572-2385)

FAR Minutes for May 14, 2001


President, Mary Morris (N4TCI), called the meeting to order at 8:00 P.M. on
May 9, 2001 at the Franconia Government Center in Alexandria, Virginia.

There were 12 representatives and representing 13 clubs, Those in
attendance
where:

Dan Blasberg KA8YPY Laurel ARC/Green Mountain Repeater Assoc.
Hugh Katz K3HU Voice of America ARC
Tim Titus W1TRT Columbia ARA/HEMARC
Mary Morris N4TCI Mt. Vernon ARC
John Swafford W4HU QCWA #91
Don Kirby KR3A Calvert ARC
Paul Bernhardt KF4FOR Naval Research Lab ARC
Ruth Frock KU4WH Ole Virginia Hams
Mary Lu Blasdell KB4EFP Ole Virginia Hams
Dave Prestel W8AJR Columbia ARA/T-MARC
Marcia Miller KD4ITP Dulles ARG
Neil Spokes AB4YK Fauquier ARA

Secretary's Report: The minutes for April were approved.

Treasurer's Report: Tim Titus (W1TRT) presented the current balance sheet,
it was accepted. Tim also advised that he would apply for an extension to
file taxes, which are due May 15.

Auto Call - Dan Blasberg (KA8YPY) reported that he took in 16 subscriptions
and sold 3 issues at the Great Hagerstown Hamfest, held on May 6. Dan is
looking for a volunteer to run the Auto-Call table at the Maryland FM
Assoc. hamfest on Saturday May 27. John Swafford reported that 37
subscription where not renewed for the month of April.

Survivors' Assistance - Paul Bernhardt (KF4FOR) reported he has gotten rid
of everything he had from a previous estate and that the survivor made a
$50 donation to the foundation for the assistance. Paul also reported that
George Vincent has parts of eight different estates. If you live in
Virginia, you may contact Paul at 703-960-9656. For the Maryland area you
can contact George Vincent (K3GV) at K3GV@ARRL.NET.

Scholarship - There was no report as Hugh Turnbull (W3ABC) was not in
attendance.

ARRL Report - There was no report as Dennis Bodson (W4PWF) was not in
attendance.

F.A.R.Fest - Dan Blasberg (KA8YPY) reported that a meeting was held on
Wednesday April 21, 2001. The following items have been taken care of: the
location and date, flyers, prices, vender flyers, tables, pa system, pa
announcers, talk-in, and test table. Items that need to be addressed are as
follows: prizes, tickets, port-a-johns, volunteer. The next F.A.R.Fest
meeting will be announced at the next FAR meeting, as there will be no
F.A.R.Fest meeting in May do to Dayton.

Old Business

Alternate Meeting Places: The October 2001 meeting will be held at the
Historical Electronics Museum ARC at 7:00 P.M. with a tour of the museum to
follow. The February 2002 meeting will be held at the Baltimore ARC
clubhouse. In an effort to accommodate those representatives that must
travel some distance, the foundation is attempting to hold several meetings
a year in alternate locations that are more convenient. Any club that would
like to volunteer a location is welcome to.

Dues: A brief summary of the discussion from last months meeting was
presented to the board. There where several suggestions made that included
the foundation going to member clubs and doing a presentation as well as
providing information about the foundation to printed in member club's
newsletters. Another item brought up was to possibly have two different
memberships for clubs, full membership and associate membership.
Under full membership a club would be required to provide an update
sheet on an annual basis, have their representative attend at least one FAR
meeting per year, and the club would support the foundation in its various
activities. In return for full membership, the club would be entitled to a
monthly club column in Auto-Call, One free full page add in Auto-Call per
year (value $105), and a free table at F.A.R.Fest (value $25).
Under associate membership a club would only be required to provide an
updated sheet on an annual basis. In return, the club would be entitled to
a monthly club column in Auto-Call. If a club would like to go from
associate member to full member, all they have to do is have their
representative make one meeting and support the foundation in its various
activities.
There was some discussion but no motions were brought to the floor.


New Business

Marry Morris is requesting anyone that can give her information for an
obituary for Ed Mumford for Auto-Call. Please contact Mary at
N4TCI@erols.com

Announcements -
May 12 Traffic handling class in Calvert County. Contact Calvert
ARC.
May 18-20 Dayton Hamvention
May 27 Maryland FM Assoc. hamfest at Howard county fairgrounds.
May 26-28 Fauquier ARA is looking for volunteers to help provide service to
the Virginia Dressage Event for all three days. There will be a
$100 donation for each volunteer. Contact Neil Spokes (AB4YK) at
AB4YK@ARRL.NET
June 3 Manasas Hamfest, in Manasas, Virginia

Meeting Adjourned at 8:57 PM

The next meeting will be held at 8:00 PM on Wednesday June 13, 2001 at the
Columbia Union College in Takoma Park, MD.


Respectfully submitted,


Daniel C. Blasberg Jr.
KA8YPY
FAR Recording Secretary

Club Calendar

May

23
Wed



LARC Meeting




384 Main St.

June

2




Laurel 5K Run/Walk



Pallotti HS

23 & 24




Field Day




Laurel WSSC Park

July

7




Laurel Fourth of July Festivities


Laurel

August

11, 12




MD/DC QSO Party

Hamfests 
27 May 2001, Maryland FM Association, Craig Rockenbauch, WA3TID, West Friendship, MD

3 June, Manasas Hamfest, Manasas VA

17 June 2001 Frederick ARC (http://www.qsl.net/k3erm), Frederick, MD

29 July 2001 BRATS (http://www.bratsatv.org), Timonium, MD

12 Aug 2001, Southern PA Communications Group, http://www.carli-online.com/hamfest/, Shrewsbury, PA

For a complete HAMFEST calendar go to (http://www.arrl.org/hamfests.html#listing) 

Selected Contest Calendar

CQ WW WPX Contest, CW 0000Z, May 26 - 2400Z, May 27 

ARRL June VHF QSO Party 1800Z, Jun 9 - 0300Z, Jun 11 

ARRL Field Dy, June 23, 24

Maryland-DC QSO Party 1600Z, Aug 11 - 0400Z, Aug 12 and 1600Z - 2300Z, Aug 12 

For a complete contest calendar go to (http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestcal.html)

Letter of Appreciation
Andrew Hamilton, AA3WW (ex-N2GFZ)

2810 Pheasant Lane

C1arksburg, MD 20871

April 24, 2001

Mr. Jerry Siegel,  N3WSG

Treasurer

Laurel Amateur Radio Club

P 0 Box 3039

Laurel MD 20709-3039

Dear Jerry:

I recently had the good fortune to upgrade my license, to General on March 19th and to Amateur Extra on April 21st under the cheerful but watchful eyes of the Laurel VEC team. They were a great bunch, one and all. While I know they cannot accept any personal compensation for their services, I thought that perhaps Laurel ARC might put a modest donation to good use wherever the club wishes. Accordingly, my check is enclosed.

Please convey my thanks for their professional calming manner to John Creel and his band of merry examiners.

73’s

Andrew Hamilton
























































































