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THE FEEDBACK

Volume 01  Issue 01
January 2001

THE   AMATEUR   RADIO   NEWSLETTER

Laurel Amateur Radio Club, Inc.

P.O. Box 3039, Laurel, Maryland  20709-3039

http://larcmd.org
   email:  larc@larcmd.org

Meetings and Nets:

( 1st, 3rd, 5th Wednesdays:

On-the-air Net at 8:30pm on 147.225+ PL156.7 (no tone required during nets)

( 2nd Wednesday:

Informal/Social Gathering at 7:00pm – Tubby’s Restaurant; Rt. 198, 1 mile West of I-95

( 4th Wednesday:

Monthly Meeting at 7:30pm - The Woman’s Club of Laurel, 384 Main Street, Laurel

( Nightly:

Informal Net/Rag-Chew from 9-11pm on 147.540

Laurel Amateur Radio Club, Inc.

c/o Kevin Arber, W3DAD

PO Box 294

Savage, MD 20763


FIRST CLASS MAIL
Next Meeting:

Wednesday, January 24, 7:30pm

384 Main Street

Laurel, Maryland




THE LAUREL AMATEUR RADIO CLUB
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Pud Reaver
W3YD
301-498-6293
w3yd@arrl.net
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Jim Cross
WI3N
301-725-6829
jcross3@juno.com
Secretary:
Ed Rummel
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John Menard
N3GXA
301-725-1641
n3gxa@arrl.net
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John Menard
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FAR Representatives:     Dan Blasberg
KA8YPY
          301-345-7381      
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John Creel
WB3GXW
301-572-5124
wb3gxw@arrl.net
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Roger Davis
W3LM
301-776-6961
rldavis2@juno.com


T-MARC/D-MARC Rep:






Public Information Officer:
Pud Reaver
W3YD
301-498-6293
w3yd@arrl.net


Youth Programs:
Mark Doore
K3RAM
301-572-2385
k3ram@arrl.net


Education and Training:
Pud Reaver
W3YD
301-498-6293
w3yd@arrl.net


Technical Specialist:
Kevin Arber
W3DAD
301-725-0038
w3dad@amsat.org


ARES/RACES  Coordinators:
Jim Cross
WI3N
301-725-6829
jcross3@juno.com


Official Emergency Station:



Official Bulletin Station:
John Creel
WB3GXW
301-572-5124
wb3gxw@arrl.net
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Pud Reaver
W3YD
301-498-6293
w3yd@arrl.net


Official Relay Station:
Pat Gormley
KK3F
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Antennas

Kevin Arber
W3DAD
301-725-0038
w3dad@amsat.org

Packet Radio/APRS

Mark Doore
K3RAM
301-572-2385
k3ram@arrl.net

Repeaters

John Creel
WB3GXW
301-572-5124
wb3gxw@arrl.net

Satellite/EME

ARRL Field Organization:


 Atlantic Division Director:
Kay Craigie
WT3P
610-993-9623
wt3p@arrl.org


Atlantic Division Vice Director:
Bernie Fuller
N3EFN
814-763-1529
w3efn@arrl.org


MD/DC Section Manager:
Bill Howard
WB3V
410-551-6775
wb3v@erols.com

MD/DC Asst Section Manager:
Jerry Gavin
NU3D
410-761-1423
k2ilq@aol.com


MD/DC Emergency Coord:
Mike Carr
WA1QAA
410-799-0403
bamcc@erols.com


Affiliated Club Coordinator:
Tony Young
WA3YLO
301-262-1917
tonyy@juno.com

MDC Section Bulletin Manager
Al Brown
KZ3AB
301-490-3188
kz3ab@arrl.net

Items to be published in The Feedback should be submitted by the second Wednesday of the month.  Email submissions may be made to larc@larcmd.com

The Feedback is published monthly as the newsletter of the Laurel Amateur Radio Club, Inc.

Permission is granted to reprint from this publication provided credit is given.

     Editor:  Kevin Arber, W3DAD 301-725-0038 w3dad@amsat.org

Publisher: John Creel, WB3GXW  301-572-5124  wb3gxw@arrl.net

Editor’s Bit

Welcome to the January issue of FEEDBACK.

Deadlines for FEEDBACK are the second Wednesday -- February 14. 

This will be the last issue containing the League Tables.  The BOD decided that there was insufficient participation to continue the tables past the millennium year.  The League Tables applied primarily to HF, however, other tables could be published for VHF/UHF showing maximum QSO distance or number of grid locators worked.  This is done in QST and is popular on the international level.  Let the BOD know what you think.  

The ARES/RACES notes are interesting.  Jim could likely use some help with the project to put the EOCs on packet.  Give him a call and contribute what you can.

I have tried to recap the saga of AO-40.  A lot of the details are missing, but the essentials are there.  Hopefully, the satellite can be brought to full operational condition and serve the amateur radio community for many years.

The FAR Scholarship announcement is in this issue.  Check this out if you have children starting or in college, who have a ham license.  

Kevin/W3DAD


President's Ramblings

Well, first of all HAPPY HOLIDAYS, on the back side … hope everyone survived the holidays, and is now ready to do some serious “hamming” this year!

The Banquet was a great success, thanks to K3HDM/HD and N3GXA/John (with I’m sure some serious assistance from N3OYN/Patty.)  Comments on that venue are welcome so we can start thinking ahead to next year.  Either to me, HD or John.

The DCRoadRunners Marathon is Sunday, February 18.  This is one of our favorite outside events … bring a book and enjoy some fresh air.  As usual, we will meet at the Log Cabin/Visitors Center.  I already have the maps, so most of us know the drill.  All newcomers/first-timers are encouraged to join us.  We meet around 0930.

The antenna party for KK3F is still on the sked … the problem has been getting some U-bolts that are not “readily available”.  I think HD contacted Norm’s Rotor Service, who is providing them gratis … next step is DIG THE HOLE.

WI3N/Jim and I had a very short meeting with the Laurel Historic Committee to ask about our tower and beams up at the Armory.  After Jim’s presentation, and short endorsement from the city manager, we got an “OK”, and got out of there before they had a chance so change their mind.  This will be a warm weather project, but before the contest season gets serious again.

We currently are planning to hold the March meeting at the Historic Electronic Museum ARC (HEMARC).  Short meeting, then a guided tour of some of the old stuff they have on display.  We hoping our VE member, WR3X/Les will be the guide.

Jim and I met with the leaders of the Laurel Woman’s Club.  They don’t plan to do the Baysox money-maker this year (whew!), and their money management indicates they don’t any help from us at this time.  There are a few minor maintenance jobs Jim will do, so if he asks for an hour some weekend, hope you can volunteer.

I wasn’t around for the Santa Claus parade in early December, but I understand many of you were, and I want to thank you for your support of this event.

We are planning to run a General License class starting late Feb/early Mar.  However, we need at least five students.  So if you know someone, or want to upgrade yourself, as you know the class is free, and we’ll books available ($15.00)

And, as I finish this:  I just returned from the FAR meeting.  Our contribution of $363 to the Silent Key Scholarship fund was acknowledged to the group by W3ABC/Hugh Turnbull, and I would also like to thank everyone who contributed specifically for Dick Sanford (N3MIH) and Dick Downes (N3MJA).  We already have a small head start on our next donation … hope we don’t have to use it this year.

Hope to see you at the Jan 24 meeting.  Please give some thought to any specific job you’d like to do this year … really need an ARES/RACES chair for our hospital operation; need a FIELD DAY chairperson …and there are other jobs we’ll discuss at the meeting.

73/PUD

ARES/RACES Notes

During the SET 00 some EC’s realized that passing traffic digitally among hospitals, the EOC, shelters, the Red Cross, and field operations would allow us greater accuracy and possibly speed.


To that end I invited the surrounding EC/RO’s to a meeting we held on January 6 at our new EOC to discuss the packet situation. In attendance were representatives from Howard, Montgomery, Charles, Calvert and Prince George’s Counties.


About 10 years ago, when packet was really getting off the ground, it was recognized that some type of statewide packet system tying the county EOC’s and MEMA together should be part of the statewide RACES emergency system. To that end several EOC’s and MEMA incorporated a TCP/IP version of packet in their RACES program. Currently about 5 counties and MEMA are equipped with this original system. The system consists of a radio, TNC, and computer with a JNOS software package. Some EOC’s occasionally use the system during an exercise, most don’t. Montgomery County must go through the PG system to access MEMA. Personnel change and new people don’t know how to use the system, at some sites parameters are changed in the program in an attempt to make it work. The PG system is now off line since our move into our new EOC. At the old EOC there was a 2M beam with hardline located on a tower pointed to MEMA. Other jurisdictions could digipeat through us to MEMA.


We determined our goals were to design and implement a statewide system to accomplish the following:  1) handle large volumes of Health and Welfare traffic generated from shelters in a disaster area  2) install a high speed backbone in the Wash/Balt corridor to handle traffic between EOC’s, MEMA, and the HQ’s of disaster relief agencies such as the Red Cross and Salvation Army  3) be able to tie local intracounty packet stations into the system to forward traffic from local chapters of the disaster relief agencies to their HQ’s either by packet or by the internet via packet.


The following are some of the issues that must be resolved prior to implementing a packet system to meet our goals. We need to decide what band(s) will be used and have frequencies allocated by the coordinating agencies. Decisions must be made regarding the hardware/software requirements, where the radio’s, antennas, and computers will be placed. While packet use has greatly diminished with the advent of the internet, there have been many improvements in software with many new features available. The high speed backbone should be located in sites with emergency power. The system must be well documented and training sessions need to be held. There needs to be access restrictions placed on the system. It was noted that sometimes in an emergency or during an exercise that many curiosity seekers log on to read the packet mail and tie up the system.


Where do we go from here? PG will be putting our system back on line and then run a test with the entire system to get it functional again. The original group of attendees will be acting as a committee to explore what’s out there now and design a new system. 


Charles Co. will be installing a dual band antenna (2M/440) and running a packet system on 2M and splitting 440 with two packet systems. One of the problems we face now is the incompatibility of running a packet system on 2M right beside our 2M area and local nets. There isn’t enough space between antennas on the roofs of EOC’s. 


73 de Jim Cross/WI3N    PRGE EC/RO

INTERMODS ON 147.54

HD writes with the following suggestion.  Something I have been mulling over. With all the intermods during club events (complaints go way back). Lets ask folks to take a look @ their HT's & try putting a 156.7 Hz Tone Squelch (ctcss/t-sql) or what ever other manufactures call it, in on 147.540 MHz (club simplex frequency).  This should reduce if not eliminate the IMD. 

(Note: In addition to enabling the tone squelch, you must enable the tone transmit for 156.7Hz to allow access to tone squelched radios.  Also, older radios may not contain these features. Ed)  


AO-40 RECAP

On November 16th  last year the phase 3D (P3D) amateur radio satellite was launched from the European Space Agency's Kourou space center.  This amateur satellite, ultimately designated AMSAT OSCAR-40 or AO-40 , had been under intense development and construction for many years.  It was planned to be amateur radio's flagship satellite and provide enhanced communication capabilities over those of  the aging AO-10 and the now defunct AO-13 satellites. 

The launch appeared to proceed normally with the satellite reaching geosynchronous transfer orbit. To move P3D from this orbit required operating the Arcjet motor (which would burn intermittently (at perigee) over a 270-day period), with final inclination and apogee adjustments to be made by the spacecraft's 400-Newton motor.  Once the satellite was positioned, the ground controllers would stabilize the spin and deploy the large solar arrays.  Shortly thereafter, the satellite would be open for use by all radio amateurs.

Shortly after launch controllers noticed that the U band (70cm) radio transmitter was not working and switched to the V-band (2M) radio for housekeeping and beacon communications.  This appeared to be the only problem with the satellite so far.  

On December 11th controllers attempted a burn of the 400-N motors.  They initially encountered problems with the motors (pressurized helium was to open the propellant valve but did not).  After working on this problem, the motors were started and the satellite was to be positioned at about 50,000 Km altitude.  However, the motors failed to shutoff at the programmed time causing the satellite to move to about 60,000 Km altitude.  Since the satellite was to be repositioned to a higher altitude later anyway, this was not a major problem.

On December 13, while work on the 400-N propulsion system was underway, telemetry transmission stopped.  The satellite also refused to accept any ground control commands.  An automatic reset was scheduled for December 16th and everyone waited to see what would happen.  December 16 came and went with no change in status.

On December 20, NORAD reported that the satellite was in its expected position and NORAD could not find a debris field.  Therefore, the satellite was thought to be in one piece.  Meanwhile on December 22, AMSAT proposed the creation of a "program board" to inquire into AO-40's problems.

On December 25th AMSAT issued a special bulletin that stated in part: " On December 25, 2000 at 21:45 UTC command station ZL1AOX transmitted a L-band reset command which included an initialization block to switch 'on' one of the two S-band transmitters onboard AO-40. Just after the first attempt, AO-40's S-2 beacon was received by Ian, ZL1AOX, on 2401.305 MHz. The signal strength was S-5 to S-6, which compares to S-2 when the beacon was last heard last during testing in early December.  AO-40's S-band transmitter produced a steady signal at ZL1AOX and from the doppler wobbling it was also clear that it was in fact coming from AO-40".

As of January 10th , the controllers continue work to bring all of the satellites systems back on line and position it as planned.  I am sure that this will be a long and painful process for them and wish them well.  Just possibly we will have a new satellite to experiment with later this year.  If you are interested in further details, they can be found on the AMSAT-NA home page.  www.amsat.org (W3DAD)

Southern Maryland Skywarn Classes

National Weather Service Skywarn Basics 1 and Winter Storm Classes are available on Saturday, January 27, 2001 in Hughsville, Maryland. These classes are sponsored by the Southern Maryland Skywarn Sub-Net and open to all interest persons. Advanced Registration is required. Complete information is contained in the attached announcement bulletin. Please help by sharing this information with interested clubs and persons.

Many Thanks for your help!


73, Tom Abernethy - W3TOM

FAR MEMORIAL FUND DONATION LETTER
The Foundation for Amateur Radio, Inc

FAR Scholarships

P.O. Box 831

Riverdale, MD 20738

30 December 2000

Dear Sir or Madam:

Enclosed please find a contribution of $363 for the Silent Key Memorial Scholarship Fund. This donation is made by our club in memory of our 2 recent silent key members, Dick Stanford, N3MIH, and Dick Downes, N3MJA.

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me or our FAR Representative, Dan Blasberg, KA8YPY.







Sincerely,







John N. Menard, N3GXA







Treasurer, Laurel Amateur Radio Club

cc: Dan Blasberg, KA8YPY

FAR ANNOUNCES SCOLARSHIPS

AMATEUR RADIO 
NEWS RELEASE 
For Immediate Release 

THE FOUNDATION FOR AMATEUR RADIO, INC., a non-profit organization with 
headquarters in Washington, D.C., plans to administer sixty-seven (67) 
scholarships for the academic year 2001 - 2002 to assist licensed Radio 
Amateurs. The Foundation, composed of over seventy-five local area Amateur 
Radio Clubs, fully funds ten of these scholarships with the income from 
grants and its annual Hamfest. The remaining fifty-seven (57) are 
administered by the Foundation without cost to the various donors. 

Licensed Radio Amateurs may compete for these awards if they plan to pursue 
a full-time course of studies beyond high school and are enrolled in or have 
been accepted for enrollment at an accredited university, college or 
technical school. The awards range from $500 to $2500 with preference given 
in some cases to residents of specified geographical areas or the pursuit of 
certain study programs. Clubs, especially those in Delaware, Florida, 
Maryland, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Texas, Virginia and Wisconsin, are 
encouraged to announce these opportunities at their meetings, in their club 
newsletters, during training classes, on their nets and on their world wide 
web home pages. 

Additional information and an application form may be requested by letter or 
QSL card, postmarked prior to April 30, 2001 from: 
FAR Scholarships 
Post Office Box 831 
Riverdale, MD 20738 

The Foundation for Amateur Radio, incorporated in the District of Columbia, 
is an exempt organization under Section 501(C)(3) of the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1954. It is devoted exclusively to promoting the interests of 
Amateur Radio and those scientific, literary and educational pursuits that 
advance the purposes of the Amateur Radio Service. 


Laurel Christmas Tree Lighting and Parade


We gathered at the parking lot of the police station on Dec 2 at 2:30 pm to provide our usual help with the annual event. Some of us had lunch with the GMRA and headed right over to begin setting up the parade. Participants included HD/K3HDM at the corner of Main and B Sts, Matt/N3JMK, Joe/N3TZA, Dave/KB3EFS, and Jerry/N3WSG along the street to facilitate the line up. Jim Baker/N3HJK and Linda/KG4KJH were first timers and non club members. Linda had only had her license for about a month and a half and shadowed Nikki the event chairperson. She did a great job. Charles/AA3WC was there and I hung out at the tree. 


There were some additions in the parade line up that were passed on to the announcer, and there was some initial confusion regarding the American Legion Color Guard. The church choir couldn’t make it for some reason, and the couple folks who substituted and played guitar and sang ran a little short on songs. The parade started on time at 4 pm, all the participants were properly announced, and Santa managed to roll in on his fire truck to the delight of many children.


As usual we were indispensable and outnumbered the official parade committee 4:1. This is truly an event that probably wouldn’t work well without our help. It also provides us with a unique hands on opportunity to hone our communications skills in the midst of confusion all around us.


I hope more of our hardy souls will help out with a fun event next year.


73 de Jim/WI3N

TREASURER'S REPORT

1/1/00 - 12/31/00    -by N3GXA

INCOME
EXPENSES

Badge in
116.00

Banquet in
1050.00

Books in
373.00

Donations
334.00

Dues 2000
941.00

Hats in

39.00

QST in

301.00

Raffle

16.00

Repeater in
206.50

Banquet '99
54.00

Bldg deposit
150.00

Copier rebates 
332.52

Memorial fund
363.00

Mem fund 2001
101.00

Snack fund
22.00

TOTAL INCOME
4,399.02
Badges out
144.00

Banquet 
1,107.78

Food, F.D.
50.40

Hat out

25.20

Insurance
325.00

QST out

260.00

Repeater out
223.50

Stamps

264.00

VE Supplies
276.73

Bldg rent+dep.
187.50

Copier

262.49

Plaques

109.88

P.O. Box
114.00

Books

270.00

Red Cross lock
92.00

Memorial fund
363.00

TOTAL EXPENSES
4,075.48

TOTAL INCOME LESS EXPENSES

323.54

The account opened the year with $1502.66, and closed with $1,989.20. Differences in between these numbers and the Income-Expense reported above are generally due to carry over from year to year.

 Club Calendar

January

20
Sat
9:00am


VE Test Session



384 Main St.

24
Wed
7:30pm


LARC Meeting




384 Main St.

February

17
Sat
9:00am


VE Test Session



384 Main St.

18
Sun
9:30am


DC RoadRunners Marathon

28
Wed
7:30pm


LARC Meeting




384 Main St.

Hamfests 
Jan 28, 01
Maryland Mobileers ARC (http://www.space4less.com/mmarc) - Odenton, MD 

Mar 31 - Apr 1, 01 Maryland State Convention Baltimore ARC (http://gbhc.org) - Timonium, MD

6 May 2001
Antietam Radio Association http://www.qsl.net/w3cwc - Hagerstown, MD


Selected Contest Calendar

Jan 26-28



CQ 160-Meter Contest, CW

0000Z, Feb 17 - 2400Z, Feb 18 

ARRL Inter. DX Contest CW

2200Z, Feb 23 - 1600Z, Feb 25 

CQ 160-Meter Contest SSB, 

For a complete contest calendar go to (http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/contestcal.html)

VE TEST  SESSIONS
BARC Training Facility

12360 Owings Mills Blvd.

Owings Mills, Md.

Time:  Registration begins at 2 p.m.

Testing begins at 2:30 p.m.

Dates:  Sunday, February 25
Saturday, April 28

Sunday, June 17
Saturday, August 25

Sunday, October 28
VEC:    Laurel ARC VEC * No Fee

Contact:  Frank Stone, AC3P or Pat Stone, AC3F   

Phone: 410-687-7209 or Email: ac3p@arrl.net  

Walk-ins accepted if space permits

No one admitted after testing begins
Aero Amateur Radio Club

Amateur Radio Test  Schedule

Where:  Baltimore County Public Library

8133 Sandpiper Circle

White Marsh, Md.

across from White Marsh Mall

Time: Registration begins at 1:00 p.m.

Testing begins at 1:30 p.m.

Dates:  Saturday, January 27

Saturday, May 26

Saturday, September 22

Saturday, November 24

VEC: ARRL VEC; Fee: $10

Contact: Patricia Stone, AC3F at 410-687-7209 or Email: ac3f@juno.com
Walk-ins accepted if space permits.

No one admitted after testing begins

The Laurel ARC conducts test sessions every month (except December) on the third Saturday 9AM at 384 Main Street, Laurel, MD.  Contact John Creel, WB3GXW for details.


















































































LARC Leagues Tables 2000 (up to 10 January 2001)





DXCC entities worked 			US States worked





	KI7AO		152 (SSB)			KI7AO		47 (SSB)


W3YD		141 (SSB)			KI7AO/M	33 (SSB)


W3DAD	107 (CW/RTTY/PSK31)	W3BUY	27 (mixed)


	W3BUY	96 (mixed)			W3LM		20 (SSB) (75m SSB)


KI7AO/M	85 (SSB)			W3YD		23


W3LM		26 (SSB)			W3DAD	49 (CW/PSK31)


WA4AVU	15 (CW)			WA4AVU	12 (mixed)�	WI3N		  3 (mixed) 			WI3N		  4 (mixed)





Those of you who have reached at least 100 DXCC entities can apply for a DXCC Millennium certificate from ARRL.  See the DXCC section on the ARRL web pages for details











