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THE FEEDBACK

Volume 00  Issue 08
August 2000

THE   AMATEUR   RADIO   NEWSLETTER

Laurel Amateur Radio Club, Inc.

P.O. Box 3039, Laurel, Maryland  20709-3039

http://www.webtrek.com/md/larc    
   email:  larc@webtrek.com

Meetings and Nets:

( 1st, 3rd, 5th Wednesdays:

On-the-air Net at 8:30pm on 147.225+ PL156.7 (no tone required during nets)

( 2nd Wednesday:

Informal/Social Gathering at 7:00pm – Tubby’s Restaurant; Rt. 198, 1 mile West of I-95

( 4th Wednesday:

Monthly Meeting at 7:30pm - The Woman’s Club of Laurel, 384 Main Street, Laurel

( Nightly:

Informal Net/Rag-Chew from 9-11pm on 147.540

Laurel Amateur Radio Club, Inc.

c/o Kevin Arber, W3DAD

PO Box 294

Savage, MD 20763


FIRST CLASS MAIL
Next Meeting:

Wednesday, August 23, 7:30pm

384 Main Street

Laurel, Maryland




THE LAUREL AMATEUR RADIO CLUB

Officers:


President:
Pud Reaver
W3YD
301-498-6293
w3yd@arrl.net


Vice-President:
Jim Cross
WI3N
301-725-6829
jcross3@juno.com
Secretary:
Roger Davis
W3LM
301-776-6961
rldavis2@juno.com


Treasurer:
John Menard
N3GXA
301-725-1641
n3gxa@arrl.net

Other LARC Positions and Contacts:


Immediate Past President:
John Menard
N3GXA
301-725-1641
n3gxa@arrl.net


FAR Representatives:     Dan Blasberg
KA8YPY
          301-345-7381      
   blasberg@bellatlantic.net


Laurel VEC:
Bob Busch
WB3KXJ
301-317-7819
rbusch@erols.com


LARC VE Testing:
John Creel
WB3GXW
301-572-5124
wb3gxw@arrl.net


AutoCall Reporter:
Roger Davis
W3LM
301-776-6961
rldavis2@juno.com


T-MARC/D-MARC Rep:
Kevin Arber
W3DAD
301-725-0038
karber@smart.net


Public Information Officer:
Pud Reaver
W3YD
301-498-6293
w3yd@arrl.net


Youth Programs:
Mark Doore
K3RAM
301-572-2385
k3ram@arrl.net


Education and Training:
Pud Reaver
W3YD
301-498-6293
w3yd@arrl.net


Technical Specialist:
Kevin Arber
W3DAD
301-725-0038
karber@smart.net


ARES/RACES  Coordinators:
Jim Cross
WI3N
301-725-6829
jcross3@juno.com


Official Emergency Station:



Official Bulletin Station:
John Creel
WB3GXW
301-572-5124
wb3gxw@arrl.net


Official Bulletin Station: 
Pud Reaver
W3YD
301-498-6293
w3yd@arrl.net


Official Relay Station:
Pat Gormley
KK3F
301-864-4694



Official Relay Station: 
Pud Reaver
W3YD
301-498-6293
w3yd@arrl.net

LARC Special Interest Groups and Mentors:

Antennas

Kevin Arber
W3DAD
301-725-0038
karber@smart.net

Packet Radio/APRS

Mark Doore
K3RAM
301-572-2385
k3ram@arrl.net

Repeaters

John Creel
WB3GXW
301-572-5124
wb3gxw@arrl.net

Satellite/EME

ARRL Field Organization:


 Atlantic Division Director:
Kay Craigie
WT3P
610-993-9623
wt3p@arrl.org


Atlantic Division Vice Director:
Bernie Fuller
N3EFN
814-763-1529
w3efn@arrl.org


MD/DC Section Manager:
Bill Howard
WB3V
410-551-6775
wb3v@erols.com

MD/DC Asst Section Manager:
Jerry Gavin
NU3D
410-761-1423
k2ilq@aol.com


MD/DC Emergency Coord:
Mike Carr
WA1QAA
410-799-0403
bamcc@erols.com


Affiliated Club Coordinator:
Tony Young
WA3YLO
301-262-1917
tonyy@juno.com

MDC Section Bulletin Manager
Al Brown
KZ3AB
301-490-3188
kz3ab@arrl.net

Items to be published in The Feedback should be submitted by the 15th of the month.  Email submissions may be made to larc@webtrek.com

The Feedback is published monthly as the newsletter of the Laurel Amateur Radio Club, Inc.

Permission is granted to reprint from this publication provided credit is given.

     Editor:  Kevin Arber, W3DAD 301-725-0038 karber@smart.net

Publisher: John Creel, WB3GXW  301-572-5124  wb3gxw@arrl.net

Editor’s Bit

Welcome to the August issue of The Feedback.

This is my first attempt at editing anything.  I hope that I can measure up to the high standards that have been set by the previous editors.  While I have written many technical papers, I don't always produce a nice looking product.  In fact the CEO of a firm I was consulting for, when presented with one of my papers said, "this is an ugly paper".   But I'll give it a try. Thanks John, M0BUY for your fine efforts on behalf of the club.  

As always, the FEEDBACK is a voracious consumer of content, so I am soliciting your input.  If you can produce a page, or even half a page of ham oriented content, we can likely find the space.  And your fellow club members will appreciate your sharing of knowledge.

I did not get any updates on the League Tables, so nothing has changed since July.  Summertime has always been a slow radio time for me, as the good weather gets me outside and away from the radio.  I suppose it is the same for the rest of you.  But when you get back to the transceiver, tally up those QSOs and get your call in the standings.

In the minutes from July, I noted that a demonstration of PSK31 was put on the September meeting agenda.  I hope that we can do this by substituting microphones and speakers for the radios, and thus allow members to try the mode out without actually getting on the air.  Once members see how easy it is to communicate via this mode they may be prompted to give it a try.  

I have used ARRL liberally as a source for this issue.  You may be interested in reading some of the bulletins.  Let me know via e-mail what you want to see in FEEDBACK and I will try to include those items.   

A couple of items about amateur radio in space found a place in this edition.  Amateur radio has been patiently awaiting the launch of  the Phase 3D satellite, which now may be delayed until mid-November according the July/August edition of the AMSAT Journal.  Much of the activity on this satellite will center around the higher bands.  The 2401 MHz downlink and 1296 MHz uplink should prove popular.  Antennas for this frequency range, even high gain antennas, are small and could be deployed by those facing restrictions on HF size antennas.  Phase 3D's footprint will cover big chunks of the world and the on-board radios are powerful and sophisticated.  Working DX won't be a snap, but it won't be that hard either.  

The ARRL September VHF QSO Party runs from 1800Z, Sep 9 - 0300Z, Sep 11.  Give it a try.  They will be looking for QSOs on FM simplex , but not on the calling frequency 146.52 MHz.

Finally, remember that I am just the temporary editor, and we are still looking for someone to edit FEEDBACK on a more permanent basis.

73, Kevin/W3DAD
Minutes of LARC meeting - 26 July 2000
1. Called to order at 7:30pm by Vice President Jim/WI3N, at the Women's Club of Laurel. There were approximately 12 members in attendance.

2. The minutes of the June meeting as printed in the Feedback were approved without objection.

3. The treasurer reported a balance of $1178, with one bill for field day food outstanding.

4. It was announced that Dick Sanford, N3MIH had died just the night before. The family scheduled a memorial service for Saturday 29 July at Fleck Funeral Home.

5. Bob/WB3KXJ reported at length on the National VE Conference meeting in Gettysburg, attended also by club members John/WB3GXW, and Michelle/WK3X. 

6. WI3N reported that 4 volunteers had worked at the previous Baysox game, and 2 more games are scheduled, August 11 and August 24. He also discussed another Women's Club fundraiser; The Toby's Dinner Theatre presentation of '42nd Street', which is to be August 30.

7. Kevin/W3DAD will present a demonstration of PSK31. It was decided to try for the September 27 meeting.

8. In ARES/RACES news, WI3N announced that there will be Skywarn classes presented in Hughesville at the Southern Maryland Electric Coop on August 19. The southern Maryland 146.985 (pL 156.7) repeater will now be the primary Skywarn machine. Any member in need of PAT tags can get them at the PG County Fire Services Building by contacting Nancy Hartman. ARES is expecting to support the DC Road Runners 10 mile run on September 3. LARC will provide additional support if needed. 

9. The LARC VE will provide testing at the Baltimore hamfest in Timonium on Sunday, July 30.

10. In discussion of a location for the annual banquet, HD/K3HDM suggested Kaufmann's in Gambrills. He volunteered to contact the restaurant and investigate further.

11. At 20:00L an attempt was made to contact Ed/KB3DVC somewhere near Yellowknife, Northwest Territories. Using the mobile rig of Charles/KD3ZS, a weak contact was made on 20m. 15m was tried with no further success. At 21:00 the meeting adjourned to make another scheduled attempt to work KB3DVC, but without success. Another attempt is planned when KB3DVC is on the return trip in August.

Respectfully submitted,


John/N3GXA, Treasurer 



President's Ramblings

Banquet at Kaufmans: HD has made a tentative reservation at Kaufmanns for our December banquet.  Unless there are any other suggestions, we will pencil that in and give it a try.  Kaufmanns is on Gambrills Road in, guess where, and easy to get to.  More details as the time approaches.  We’re shooting for Dec 3rd.

FEEDBACK editor: This month we welcome our new Feedback editor, Kevin/W3DAD.  He is always looking for input, so give him all he can handle.  Thanks, Kevin, for stepping in at this time!

BAYSOX:  We have one more BAYSOX game to work, and it’s on Thursday, Aug 24, the night after the meeting.  Thursday is also fireworks! night, so come on down and give us that final hand … I think you’ll enjoy it.  I will try to have a wrap-up next month.

New Roof: The profits from the BAYSOX are helping defray the expenses of the new roof on the club house.  Please notice it when you get to the meeting … the work was completed in the last several weeks. Word from the Woman’s Club is that it cost $3200; they found much more rotten wood on the roof than they had anticipated.

Dick/N3MJA: As most of you know by now Dick was admitted to the hospital on Aug 1st with a severe blot-clotting problem.  Nancy reports things are starting to clear up, and Dick is now in a rehabilitation home to build up strength before he comes home.  He doesn’t have a telephone, but has been heard on the club frequency.

Dick/N3MIH: Dick Sanford became a silent key on July 25th.  He died from a sudden heart attack in his home.  Dick was born in Easton, MD in 1939, graduated from UM with a degree in Physics, and worked with the Fed Govt as a Physicist. Dick had many hobbies, that included amateur radio and his experimentation with “pocket” antennas for his HT, and he was an active supporter of our CommEx’s from the Laurel Regional Hospital. While in college he joined the trail club, and became an active caver; he got into ham radio partly because he wanted to be able to talk “topside” while he was crawling around ‘down there’.  He also was an active shooter, interested in 2nd amendment rights, and active in the Committee for Waco Justice. He is survived by his fiance’ Diane Cooperman/AA3OF, their three dogs, several family members in Wisconsin.

Yard Sale: The Woman’s Club is sponsoring a yard sale at  Diane Hill's house on Bond Mill Rd. Date is Sept 16th; for more information contact Pud or Jim.

Riverfest:  The date for the Riverfest has been set for Oct 14.  Because of my travel schedule, Jim/WI3N is leading the event this year … more info at the Sept meeting.

ARES/RACES: Jim will have some exciting news about ARES/RACES at the August meeting, to include SET participation on Oct 7th; support for the DC RoadRunners Labor Day Race on Sept 3rd (Sunday), and the imminent move of the EOC to new quarters.

ODDS ‘n ENDS

Don’t forget the FAR-Fest in Sept at the Bowie Baysox Stadium.  The LARC will be administering a VE session, and will probably be asked, as in the past, to do “gate-guard” and ticket selling in the morning.  Dan/KA8YPY also thinks there will be a “pick-up” baseball game between some of the Bowie Baysox, and other AA teams for some sort of  winter practice.  More information at the meeting, and on-the-air.  The FAR-Fest is Sunday, Sept 24th.

LARC will teach a TECHNICIAN license class starting in Sept, and finishing before Thanksgiving.  Pass the word to your friends.  They should register by contacting either Pud/W3YD/301-498-6293, or Jim/WI3N/301-725-6829.  As usual, the class will be at the clubhouse on Main Street … will be FREE … and we will offer NOW YOU’RE TALKING as the text if students can’t find them around elsewhere.

Another plea for used air conditioners … if you have a WORKING window unit that you might want to donate to our club (tax write-off) let Jim or Pud know.  We’ll pick it up and plug it in … must be volts: 120 AC

FAR MINUTES
July 12, 2000

* FAR President, Mary Morris (N4TCI) called the meeting to order
at 8:00 p.m. at Lee Center in Alexandria, Virginia.

* The attendees introduced themselves. There were 17 trustees in
attendance representing
21 member organizations. They were:

Don Kirby KR3A Calvert County ARC
Tim Titus W1TRT CARA/HEMARC
Hugh Katz KB3TB Voice of America ARC
John Swafford W4HU QCWA Chapter #91
Tony Young WA3YLO Anne Arundel RC/MEPN
Dan Blasberg KA8YPY Laurel ARC/Green Mountain Repeater Assoc.
Bill Kamm KC4VXH Vienna Wireless Society
Mary Morris N4TCI Mount Vernon ARC
Hugh Turnbull W3ABC Goddard ARC
Dennis Bodson W4PWF Arlington ARC
Wayne A. Koehler KE4PMS Shenandoah Valley ARC
W. Page Pyne WA3EOP Antietam RA/Cheese Hollow ARS
Mary Lu Bladsdell KB4EFP Ole VA Hams/Manassas ARC
Ruth Frock KU4WH Ole VA Hams
Phil Clark KF4NBP Fauquier ARA
Ruth Phillips K3AGR Metrovision ATV
Tim Dugan KA3YYP MD/DC Mars

* Secretary's Report - The June minutes were approved as written.

* Treasurer's Report - Tim Titus (W1TRT) presented the current balance
sheet and
figures, they were accepted.

* Auto-Call - John Swafford (W4HU) reported that Auto-Call is still
looking for both, a
circulation manager and a hamfest table volunteer. If you would like to
be either the
circulation manager or maintain the FAR table at local hamfests, please
let John know at
W4HU@Juno.com.

* Survivors’ Assistance - there was no report as Paul Bernhardt (KF4FOR)
was not in
attendance. If you are looking for anything, you may contact Paul at
bern@ppdu.nrl.navy.mil or call him at 703-960-9656.


* Scholarship Committee - Hugh Turnbull (W3ABC) reported that the
committee has
made its selections and awarded 74 scholarships. (see attachment)

* ARRL Report - Dennis Bodson (W4PWF) made a report.

* F.A.R.Fest - Dan Blasberg (KA8YPY) reported that a walk through took
place on June
21 to map where electrical outlets for venders were located. The layout
for the parking lot
was determine for use by tailgating, staff and volunteers, inside
venders and general
parking. all corrections to the vender flier have been made and it now
ready to be mailed.
The next F.A.R.Fest meeting will be held at the home of Dan Blasberg
(KA8YPY), for
directions contact Dan at 301-345-7381 or Blasberg@Bellatlantic.net.
Anyone wishing to
volunteer to help organize the hamfest is welcome.

*Old Business
None.

* New Business
None.

* Announcements:
July 30 Timonium Hamfest, MD State Fairgrounds, Timonium, MD
Aug. 6 Winchester Hamfest, Clarke County Ruritan Fairgrounds,
Berryville, VA
Aug. 12-13 MDC QSO Party, Sponsored by Antietam ARA
Aug. 13 York Hamfest, Shrewsbury, PA
Sep. 24 F.A.R.Fest, Prince George's Stadium, Bowie, MD

The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 P.M.

The next meeting will be held at Columbia Union College in Takoma Park,
MD on
Wednesday, August 9, 2000. See Auto-Call magazine for directions.

Respectfully submitted,

Daniel C. Blasberg Jr.
KA8YPY
FAR Recording Secretary

NEWS FROM THE ARRL 

SB SPACE @ ARL $ARLS006
ARLS006 ISS ham gear cleared for takeoff

ZCZC AS06 
QST de W1AW 
Space Bulletin 006 ARLS006
>From ARRL Headquarters 
Newington, CT August 3, 2000
To all radio amateurs

SB SPACE ARL ARLS006
ARLS006 ISS ham gear cleared for takeoff

The way has been cleared for the Amateur Radio gear destined for use
aboard the International Space Station to be launched into space.
The initial amateur gear is scheduled go up to the ISS on mission
STS-106 aboard the shuttle Atlantis on September 8. As part of the
multinational Amateur Radio on the International Space Station
project, the gear will be stowed aboard the ISS for use by the
Expedition 1 crew, set to come aboard in late October.

''We have been working for years to bring the first ISS hardware to
fruition,'' ARISS Administrative Chairman Frank Bauer, KA3HDO, said
this week. ''It looks like the final issues that have held us back
are now over, and we are moving ahead toward the launch of the
initial hardware on STS-106.''

Bauer said three events over the past couple of weeks were key to
moving the ARISS project forward. The first was the launch and
docking of the Russian-built Zvezda Service Module that eventually
will house the ARISS gear. In addition, Bauer said, a series of RF,
power-up and other tests on the amateur equipment were successfully
completed in Russia, thanks to Lou McFadin, W5DID, of ARISS and
AMSAT and Carolynn Conley, KD5JSO, of NASA. He said NASA also signed
off on the required flight safety package, giving the go-ahead to
release the amateur hardware for flight aboard the upcoming shuttle
mission.

The Expedition 1 crew will consist of three amateurs: US astronaut
Bill Shepherd, KD5GSL, and Russian Cosmonauts Sergei Krikalev,
U5MIR, and the recently licensed Yuri Gaidzenko, whose call sign was
not available.

To be available to the first crew, the ARISS initial station gear
will be installed temporarily aboard the ISS Functional Cargo Block.
It will use an existing antenna that's being adapted to support FM
voice and packet on 2 meters but not on 70 cm. Eventually, the ARISS
gear will find a more-permanent home aboard the Zvezda Service
Module.

A Russian call sign, RZ3DZR, has been issued for the ISS ham radio
station.

The ARRL and AMSAT have been providing leadership and consulting
services for ARISS. ARRL Field and Educational Services Manager
Rosalie White, K1STO--a member of the Space Amateur Radio EXperiment
Working Group--says this is an exciting moment for the project,
which has one goal of letting students on Earth communicate with the
ISS inhabitants via Amateur Radio.

''All of the hard work from the many volunteers is starting to pay
off,'' she said. ''We have so many people to thank--all of the AMSAT
volunteers, ARRL people, the NASA folks--so many of whom are hams.
But seeing the youth of the United States and other countries
benefit is our reward.''

Bauer says the astronauts and cosmonauts plan to take some time off
for educational outreach contacts with schools, even during the busy
years of ISS construction that lie ahead. Bauer says access to
Amateur Radio also is considered a morale booster for ISS crew
members who will be in space many weeks at a time.

As the International Space Station takes its place in the heavens,''
Bauer said, ''the Amateur Radio community is prepared to do its part
by helping to enrich the experience.''
NNNN
/EX

Solar Update 

Propagation promulgator and Solar Update substitute correspondent Carl Luetzelschwab, K9LA, reports this week from Fort Wayne, Indiana: Solar activity for July 28 through August 3 was mostly at low levels. A minor M-class flare occurred on July 28. There was a C7 flare and associated coronal mass ejection (CME) on August 2. 

The 10.7-cm solar flux, following the sun's 27-day rotation period, decreased to a minimum of about 155 at the beginning of last week. Solar flux is forecast to steadily climb to a maximum of about 240 around mid-August. Solar activity for August 4 through August 10 is expected to be at moderate to high levels. Isolated M-class flares are expected, along with a chance for an isolated major flare. 

Cycle 23 continues its march upward, with a peak forecast by the end of the year. The latest smoothed sunspot number is 113 for January 2000. The estimated smoothed sunspot number for the month of August is 120. 

Sunspot numbers for July 27 through August 2 were 174, 163, 183, 138, 123, 139 and 153 with a mean of 153.3. The 10.7 cm flux was 162.4, 157.8, 153.2, 149.9, 147.9, 149.4 and 150.6, with a mean of 153. The estimated planetary A indices were 9, 30, 27, 10, 19, 15 and 14, with a mean of 17.7.  (Thanks to ARRL Letter, Vol 19 Nr 30)

SB DX @ ARL $ARLD033

ARLD033 DX news

ZCZC AE33

QST de W1AW  

DX Bulletin 33  ARLD033

From ARRL Headquarters  

Newington CT  August 10, 2000

To all radio amateurs   

SB DX ARL ARLD033

ARLD033 DX news

This week's bulletin was made possible with information provided by

Tedd, KB8NW, the OPDX Bulletin, G0WFH, The 599Rpt, The Daily DX,

425DXnews, DXNL and Contest Corral from QST.  Thanks to all.

MONACO, 3A.  Jeff, VA3QSL, will be QRV occasionally until August 13

as 3A/VA3QSL/m.  Activity is on 40, 20 and 15 meters.  QSL to home

call.

LIBYA, 5A.  George, UY0MF, is QRV as UY0MF/5A near Tripoli during

the year 2000.  He operates on 17 and 15 meters.  QSL via UX5MZ.

MALDIVES, 8Q.  Sergio, I5NSR, will be QRV August 13 to 23 signing

8Q7SR on 40 to 10 meters, including the newer bands, using CW and

SSB.  QSL to home call.

CHINA, BY.  The Silkroad DXpedition station BT0S will be QRV on 40,

20, 17, 15 and 10 meters using CW, SSB and SSTV from August 13 to

25. The DXpedition will begin in Urumqi and end in Kashi.  QSL via

BA4DC.

ANGOLA, D2.  Hossam, SU1HM, is active as SU1HM/D2 from Luanda.  He

an usually be found every evening on 14160 kHz using SSB around

2300z.  QSL to home call.

JERSEY, GJ.  Chris, G0WFH, will be QRV as GH4BJC/qrp/p from August

12 to 22.  Activity will be on 160 to 10 meters.  QSL via operator

instruction.

SOUTH KOREA, HL.  HL0K/2 will be QRV from Ullung Island, IOTA

AS-045, from August 15 to 19 using CW and SSB on 40, 20 and 15

meters.

HONDURAS, HR.  Joe, W8GEX, will be QRV as HR6/W8GEX from Roatan

Island, IOTA NA-057, from August 13 to 18.  He will be active on 40

to 6 meters using SSB.  He plans to monitor 50125 kHz.  QSL to home

call.

ITALY, I.  Lorenzo, IZ0BVU, is QRV as IB0/IZ0BVU from Ventotene,

IOTA EU-045, until August 19.  Activity can be found on the HF and 6

meter bands.  QSL to home call.

SVALBARD, JW.  Jarda, OK2PBM, is QRV as JW/OK2PBM until August 16.

Look for his CW, SSB, RTTY and possible PSK31 activity on all bands.

QSL to home call.

PALMYRA ISLAND, KH5.  Mike, KH6ND/KH5, is active on 160 meters.

Look for him around 1824 kHz until his sunrise at 1643z.  QSL via

K4TSJ.

GREENLAND, OX.  Birger, OX3UB, is now QRV on 6 meters until August

18.  QSL to home call.

PELAU, T8.  T88BX has been QRV on 14184 kHz from around 1430 to

1630z.  QSL via JA6BX.

INDIA, VU.  From August 1 to December 31, 2000, Indian amateurs have

been given permission to use 10100 to 10150 kHz and the spot

frequencies of 50350 and 50550 kHz.

MACAO, XX9.  Ed, K8EP, will be QRV as XX9TEP on 160 to 10 meters

using CW and SSB from August 17 to 21.  He plans to also be active

during the SEANET contest.  QSL to home call.

ST. HELENA ISLAND, ZD7.  Barrie, ZD7MY, has been active on 15 meters

SSB around 1900 and 2130z.  He has also been QRV using PSK31 on 10

meters around 2050z.  QSL to home call.

THIS WEEKEND ON THE RADIO.  The Maryland-DC QSO Party, W/VE Island

Contest and Worked All Europe DX CW Contest are all scheduled for

this weekend.  Please see August QST, page 104 for details.

NNNN
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 SB SPCL @ ARL $ARLX013

ARLX013 Lew "Mac" McCoy, W1ICP, SK

ZCZC AX13

QST de W1AW  

Special Bulletin 13  ARLX013

From ARRL Headquarters  

Newington CT  August 2, 2000

To all radio amateurs 

SB SPCL ARL ARLX013

ARLX013 Lew ''Mac'' McCoy, W1ICP, SK

Amateur Radio legend and former ARRL Headquarters staff member Lew

''Mac'' McCoy, W1ICP, of Mesa, Arizona, died July 31 following a

lengthy illness. He was 84.

As a member of the ARRL Headquarters staff from 1949 until 1978,

McCoy gained a national and international reputation primarily for

his articles in QST and his early work to combat TV interference.

''He became a hero of all the Novices and beginners because his stuff

was so down to earth and easy to read,'' said retired ARRL

Communications Manager George Hart, W1NJM, a good friend.

ARRL Executive Vice President David Sumner, K1ZZ, described McCoy as

''one of a kind'' and ''versatile.'' Sumner said McCoy ''left his mark on

future generations of amateurs as QST's 'Beginner and Novice'

editor.'' When FM repeaters came along, Sumner said, McCoy made it

his mission to educate his ARRL colleagues about their potential.

An ARRL Life Member, McCoy was first licensed as W9FHZ and later

became W0ICP. He arrived at ARRL Headquarters in 1949 to fill the

job of assistant communications manager for phone. He went on to

work in the Technical Department where he was able to take advantage

of his ability to explain technical concepts in simple terms.

McCoy earned a reputation as a tireless traveler and goodwill

ambassador for Amateur Radio. He first started hitting the road in

the early 1950s after TVI had become troublesome for amateurs and

soon became the League's TVI expert. McCoy toured the country

demonstrating TVI cures for hams and TV service personnel alike.

ARRL Lab Supervisor Ed Hare, W1RFI, credited McCoy with providing

the foundation for the ARRL's current RFI expertise in helping hams

to deal with interference to consumer equipment and interference to

hams from other sources. McCoy also was well-known for one of his

projects, ''The Ultimate Transmatch,'' an antenna tuner he described

in a July 1970 QST article.

After leaving the ARRL Headquarters staff, McCoy continued as a QST

contributing editor. He subsequently was a major contributor to

other Amateur Radio publications, including CQ.

During his active years on the air, McCoy was an avid DXer with more

than 300 countries confirmed. More recently, he was active in the

Quarter Century Wireless Association, had served as QCWA president

and a board member and had just been elected again to the QCWA's

Board of Directors, something his daughters never got to tell him

before he died.

McCoy's first wife, Martha, died in 1998. Survivors include his

wife, Clara Gibbs McCoy, and his daughters, Marsha Ashurst, W1HAQ,

and Sharon Armann, ex-WN1GQR, as well as grandchildren and

great-grandchildren.

In accordance with McCoy's wishes, there will be no funeral. The

family is planning a memorial service for McCoy in early December.

In lieu of flowers, the family is requesting memorial donations in

Lew McCoy's name to Hospice of the Valley, 1510 E Flower St,

Phoenix, AZ 85014-5656. Condolences may be sent to the family care

of Marsha Ashurst, PO Box 2260, Lakeside, AZ 85929.

NNNN
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Club Calendar

September

 6
Wed
8:30pm


LARC Net 




147.225+

13
Wed
7:00pm


LARC Social




Tubby’s Restaurant

16
Sat
9:00am


VE Test Session



384 Main Street

23
Wed
8:30pm


LARC Net




147.225+


27
7:30pm



LARC Monthly Meeting



384 Main Street

October

4
Wed
8:30pm


LARC Net




147.225+

11
Wed
7:00pm


LARC Social




Tubby's Restaurant

18
Wed
8:30pm


LARC Net




147.225+


25
7:30pm



LARC Monthly Meeting



384 Main Street

Hamfests and Other Events


Aug 27

Skyview Radio Society - New Kensington, PA
16-17 Sep 
York Hamfest Foundation, York, PA  http://www.yorkhamfest.org
Sep 24

FAR FEST - Bowie Stadium (Also VE Session)  http://www.amateurradio-far.org




















































































LARC Leagues Tables 2000 (up to 16 August 00)





DXCC entities worked 			US States worked





	W3YD		100 (SSB) 			KI7AO/M	29 (SSB)


W3DAD	97 (CW/RTTY/PSK31)	W3BUY	27 (mixed)


	W3BUY	96 (mixed)			W3LM		20 (SSB) (75m SSB)


KI7AO/M	82 (SSB)			W3YD		18


W3LM		26 (SSB)			WI3N		  4 (mixed)


WI3N		  3 (mixed)





		

















